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Co”arog Plateau Community Kinc!ergarten
Fhilosopl‘ny

To provide high quality care and education for children and their families.

To provide a happy, caring and secure environment, where the children can have fun which will foster the children’s

independence, self-esteem an self discipline using positive reinforcement strategies.

To base programme planning on the children’s individual needs, strengths and interests drawing on observation,

knowledge of early childhood development and parent contributions.

To provide children with additional needs in an inclusive programme which demonstrates valuing of diversity and

encourages development of a feeling of belonging.
To provide for and encourage each child to develop to their maximum potential in readiness for school.

To promote an anti-bias curriculum, which will value the uniqueness of each child, acknowledging gender, culture,

religion, language and family diversity.

To develop positive relationships with families based on participation, joint decision making, mutual respect, open

commumication and confidentiality.
To promote and encourage staff development through formal and informal professional development.

To integrate professional services i.e.: Speech therapists, O.T. & Othoptist -an eye muscle and visuval therapist and
community groups within the pre-school programme to support and enbance the needs and strengths of children and their

families.

To promote undersianding, respect and a caring attitude towards the pre-school environment, both living (natural) and

buill (man-made) as parl of the larger environment.

To promote food and health awareness through encouraging and promoting healthy and balanced eating habits,

information and health practices.



Directors

Kathryn Shaw

1 joined the CPCK community in
1999, and am currently on leave
interstate,

We had lots of fun developing
portfolios for the children that were
filled with their work and memories

and were lovingly worn before the
There were fantastic end of term

vear was outl
celebrations with lots of dressing up to be done (I was
known for my rainbow cape and flower boa). We started

the class picture plates which have colour copies framed

and displayed in the entrance outside the respective classes.

We supporied charity awareness with the children’s

involvement and I developed a school readiness package for

our families, which opened up communication with the
- local schools, I married in 2001,

CPCK. is a wonderful community filled with happy and
. supportive staff and lovely families. I loved sharing with
the children every aspect of the kindy day from painting
hands, feet and faces to cooking, science, taking photos and

voga relaxation. 1 have many special memories of my time
at CPCK.

Jan Mills

Tan has a Bachelor of Teaching and a
Certificate in Childcare Studies and
has worked in childcare for the past
fifteen years in both Long Day care
centres and Pre schools.

Having worked in various positions,
over the years, including special
needs and Director for a Long Day

care centre, Jan returned to the
Northern Beaches, after working in Bourke and Parkes for
close to five years,

Jan worked at CPCK from January to October 2004,
working in the office two days a week and in the Wombats
room Wednesday to Thursday with Gina and Jenny.

Catherine Jones

I have recently taken the position of
Director / Teacher at CPCK. I have
Just moved to the Northern Beaches
from Newcastle where 1 spent mniost
of my childhood and completed my
schooling. I also completed my
Bachelor of Education (Early
Childhood) at Neweastle University in 1998.

Since this time, I have worked in a variety of Early
Childhood settings and schools, both in Australia and
overseas, including Canada, New Zealand and Thailand.

My most recent position involved supporting the
inclusion of children with special needs in regular
preschools.

1 have a great love of travel, particularly to countries with
diverse cultures or big mountains where I can snowboard.

Bveryone at CPCK, staff, parents and children have all
welcomed me so warmly, that I'm sure [ will enjoy my time
here.



Staff

Janet David

1  gained my post-praduate
certificate of Bducation in England in
1981 and taught in preschools for six
years prior to immigrating to
Australia. My first
teaching position was with Sydney
Day Nursery and Nursery Schools
Association, where for two years I
was Director of a Long Day Care

centre.

Australian

I have lived in Collaroy Plateau for the past twelve years
and have two children, cne attending St Rose Primary
School and one at Stella Maris High School.

Living and working in the community has been
something 1 have been fortunate enough to do for the past
six years. With all our extended family in England, it has
been lovely to get io know so many farnilies in the area and
teach their child / children. I am already teaching the third
_ child in some families, which is great.

1 often joke that I will be teaching at CPCK until I retire,
50 lets hope that wishes come true !!!

I love my work and it has been an added bonus to work at
a centre that provides such high quality care with incredibly
dedicated staff - reasons why I first accepted the position as
teacher in the Possum’s room,

Here’s to another 50 vears.

Amanda Geister

Currently in my 20" year at CPCK,
I started when I was eighteen years
old while studying the Certificate in
Childcare Studies at TAFE. During
that period, [ was working four days
week at the centre with the directors
Carolyn Davis and then Helen Clare.

Afler successfully completing my
training during the first four years, I
taught on a full time basis in the Possum room. I further
developed my career in studying and completing a Diploma
in Social Science. I continued to teach for another ten
years, until I went on maternity leave to have my first baby.
1 returned to the centre afier a year on a part time basis for
twelve months before going on maternity leave for my

second baby.

Having been back working two days a week, Monday and
Tuesday for almost five years, has been a fun, interesting
and challenging experience. Both my children attended
CPCK in the Wombats room, whilst I taught in the Possums

room.

During my years at CPCK, 1 have seen a lot of changes
take place in staff movements, equipment layouts,
regulations and of course the many lovely children who
have attended the centre for their pre-school experience.

These days, it is weird to check the Manly Daily
engagement and marriage columms, only to find =a
recognised name I have previously taught years ago when
they were four years of age. Only the funny thing is I don’t
feel a day older than when I originally started.

Congratulations Collaroy Platean  Community
Kindergarten on your 50 years of operation and best wishes

for many more successful years to come.



Julia Hargrave

This is my ninth year now and
only one more year until Jong
service (Yeah!!)

1 completed a two year full time
Childcare Certificate course at
TAFE way back in 1977. My group
was the second year through the
course, 0 we sometimes felt like the

guinea pigs being road tested with
lots of different ideas.

My first place of employment in 1978 was at Manly
Communtty Preschool in Kangaroo Street, which 1 was
ecstatic about. Close to home, which at the time was North
Manly. I worked there full time for seven years in which
time I married my childhood sweetheart, Rodney and then
left to have my first child Kristy in 1985, The next few
years I juggled motherhood with casual relief work in
various kindys and long day care cenires on the Northern
Beaches, which also included being a nanny three days a
week for three vears. This was a perfect job for me, as 1
could take my daughter with me, not to mention the
beautiful house at Clontarf Beach.

My son Benjamin was born in November 1989,
completing our family. 1 had planned for two children, my
wish was for a healthy girl and boy and being the second
oldest of six siblings (four brothers and one sister), 1 opted
for a smaller family.

We lived for sixteen happy vears in Harbord, moving fo
North Curl Curl five years ago, where we are even happier
due to the a larger house closer to the beach, parks, buses
and fny brother who lives across the road. I love the
outdoors, exercising, walking, swimming, camping and
have lots of family barbies and gatherings at my house.

Kristy is now nineteen and a half and completed her HSC
last year, She is doing music at TATE. Benjamin is almost
fifteen and in Year 9 at St Paul’s College.

On the 5™ January 1996, 1 had my interview for CPCK
and was successful, which was a wonderful birthday
present. During my years at Kangaroo Street Preschool I
had heard from time to time about this great kindy at
Collarby, known to us as Hall Avenue, so I made my way
up the peninsula and here I am. The comments I heard
those many years ago are very true. T have thoroughly
enjoyed working at CPCK with the wonderful teachers,
parents and of course the little bundles of joy - the children.

For me, it is so rewarding and satisfying working in a
preschool as every child, every day, week, month and year
is so unpredictable. 1 love to see the returning families with
their younger siblings and watch them grow and learn
individually. Ii’s great to see the older siblings that have
left from time to time as well.

Liz Whittaker

I am currently in my 10" year at
CPCK teaching with Amanda in the
Possum Room on Monday and
Tuesday.

[ completed a BA in Diploma of
Education in Infants and Barly
Childhood Teaching at Macquarie
University in 1978 and began my
teaching career back as “Central
Metropolitan Preschool Relief Teacher” (what a title!). 1
transferred to a Department of Education Preschool
attached to Punchbow] Public School and taught there for
three years. There have been some significant changes in
preschool education since then.

From 1982 to 1992, T ran my own preschool at home,
with five children including three boys and twin girls to
keep me very busy. All but one of my children has attended
CPCK and 1 remember always wishing that 1 could work
there when the children went to school. My twins attended
the Kindy in 1993 and they had Amanda as one of the
teachers. The following year I joined the CPCK staff and
have been here on a permanent part time basis ever since.

Right from 1986, (when James attended .CPCK) until
now, there have been many many changes, In particular,
educational and envirommental changes. My boys still
remember how COOL the forl was, with the suspension
bridge, and remember Amanda having to climb up the
pyramid construction, to help those little people who were
stuck up the top and not game to come down.

Living in Collaroy Plateau myself, 1 always take great
delight when I recognise children who have attended CPCK
over the years and hear of their achievements. 1regard us at
CPCK as an important part of that transition between home
and school in the early years.

CPCK makes a difference., ...............coneee.



Cecilia Jago

My first introduction to CPCK. was
back in 2000 when my first daughter
Emma started. From the moment we
stepped in through those welcoming
doors, 1 could feel a real sense of
belonging to something special. So, I
joined the Management Commitiee
and was soon very actively involved

in the Kindy.

The following year was Emma’s last year there and 1 was
elecied President. What a busy year! We saw great many
changes, especially to our playground areas outside with
shade sails and a new sandpit being built. We also
endeavoured to find a builder who could construct an
external toilet block for us. This proved to be meore
challenging than we thought and didn’t realise that it would
be another four years until it was completed.

In 2002, Emma went off to school and my twin girls
Sarah and Hayley started at CPCK. T continued on in my
role as President and by that time was well versed in the
workings and what goes on ‘behind the scenes’ at Kindy. It
was always great,to be working with, and supporting such a
dedicated and wonderful team of staff with our

Management Commitles.

2003 was my final year as President, and my girls last
. year there, before they went off to school. What a
wonderful opportunity it was to be part of so many happy
and busy times and to see what great things can be achieved
for our children now and in the future.

I just couldn’t keep away! So when my girls started
school in 2004, 1 joined the staff of CPCK. [ am very lucky
to have the best of both worlds. Working in our delightful
Wombais classroom assisting Julia and Nancy on Mondays
and Tuesdays and by also working in the office on
Wednesdays in a job share role with Jane where I have the
opportunity to gel to know so many wonderful families
within our communtty.

And... Guess What? In 2004 we now have our external
toilet block, with state of the art bathroom fittings. A far
cry from the original kindy days of the outdeor out house!

It’s hard to believe the number of people (both young and
old) that have past through the doors here over the years
and have been touched in some way by this Kindergarten,
more happy years and

Plateau  Community

Looking forward to many

associations  with  Coilaroy

Kindergarten.

Nancy Lane

I joined the CPCK team almosl
three years ago.  Previously in
teaching, I owned & beach café for
four years at North Curl Curl, when 1
applied for the chance to be a big
Wombat ! 1 had applied at another
kindy as well, and having been
offered both positions, had to choose
there was

between them. . well,

really no choice, was there??7.... 1

had a good feehng about CPCK right from the very

1 completed my Diploma of Education in Bathurst in
1988 as a single young mum with three boys, Will, Alex
and Mitch underwing. They made great case studies and
were my guinea pigs as [ struggled to make that perfect
batch of playdough. The boys are now twenty three, twenty
one and sixicen (I will be doing “my” 4™ and last HSC in
2005, hooray!!) and they just don’t seem to enjoy finger
painting as much as they used to. Good thing [ have my
little Wombats to play with!! I have taught at two other
kindergartens on the Northern Beaches and have also spent
time as a special needs teacher and as a co-ordinator for
Family Day Care.

Currently T have several other part time jobs. 1 manage a
children’s play centre / caf¢ at my church and also do
regular catering work as well. Cooking is something I have
enjoyed since | was the same age as your children. I also
love painting and books and never did guite grow oul of
home corner, which might explain why I look forward to
coming to kindy each week.

Kim Millard

I am in the Possum room on
Wednesday to Friday with Janet and
Lisa. I staried with Collaroy Plateau
Community Kindergarten in
February 2004, after having a long
break raising my two boys Jordan
eight and Jackson six. The boys are
now both at school. [Dve really
enjoyed getling back into childcare
again, and plan to stay with CPCK

for quite some time!



Lisa McLean

As a young girl, I remember
wanting to be a kindergarten teacher
when I grew up. In my late teens /
early 20s, I chose to study fashion
instead, before marrying and having
my son Joshua, now thirteen.

My interest in working with
children was renewed when Josh

| Dbegan atiending preschool. 1 returned
to study, completing my Diploma in Children’s Services
{centre-based care) at Crow’s Nest TAFE in 2000.

Luckily for me, my last practicumn was at Hall Avenue.
The staff are extremely supportive of students, and their
sincerity, care and respect shown towards the children
impressed me greatly. 1 put my name down; working
casually in 2001, before applying for a permanent position
which began in 2002. T have worked with Janet in the
Possum Room Wednesday to Friday ever since, and I love
it. The children continue to be a delight and they all shine

in their own little ways.

Gina Shaw

I have a B.A and some
background in child psychology
whilst studying at University. Ihave
children and a
wonderful husband.  Whilst the
children were young [ stayed at

Realising their

two  fantastic

home with them,
growing independence, however I
knew that it was time to do

something for myself.

Working with and caring for young children has always
been a passion for me and so when I was offered a position
at CPCK, I jumped at the chance and started work in March
2002. As soon as I stepped in the front door on my first
day, I felt at ease and knew that this was the job for me,

The staff are wonderful to work with and truly dedicated.
The children are a blessing and each working day I look
forward to seeing their smiling faces, hearing their funny
stories and hopefully helping them to feel safe, happy and
comfortable during their day at Kindy.

Yen Yeo

1 was picking my son up from
CPCK when I saw a sign that said
they were looking for a casual
bookkeeper. 1 had been thinking
about retuming to work when my
son went to school so I approached
the Director.

Helen Clare was not unfamiliar to
¥ me, as she had been one of Isaac’s
teachers in 1992. My training in bookkeeping qualified me
and I was given the job,

When Helen left, the new Director, Felicity Barclay
approached me to work part-time (2 days). I was given
some of the office duties, 1 enjoyed getting to know the
children and their parents.

The longer 1 was at CPCK the more I grew attached to it.
Walking around the shops at Veteran’s Parade could mean
bumping into any of the parents. What I found hard was
remembering all the names.

I also took pride in bringing a more professional
approach to the financial reports. The challenge I set
myself was to anticipate what the Treasurer’s questions
would be when he or she gets the monthly financial report,
I think the skill to do that will be a great asset to the Kindy
as some reports take a long time to come up with yet the
request can be very simple, like asking in July “May [ have
the budget for next vear by tomorrow?” (No, nobody asked
me that thank goodness!)

When Tan Mills joined us, it was another learning phase
for me as she is again different to the previous Directors,
Kathryn having left us for Perth. Then around the middle
of 2004, the church T attend approached me Lo join their
office staff. I had already been doing their accounts on a
volunieer basis and they knew me well so I decided it was
time to say goodbye 1o the Kindy.

My son is now in Year 11 -and we still have the plate on
which he drew a rainbow serpent. On the day they were
asked to draw for the Picture Plate, Mrs. Sue Ferry had told
them the story of the rainbow serpent, part of the culture
education at CPCK. CPCK will always hold a special place
in my heart.



Jenny Jones

After a varied career in Early
Childhood, I started with CPCK in
2003, I completed my Associate
Diploma in Social Science studies in
1991 and have worked in facilities
catering for additional needs;
children at risk and work based long
day care.

s I have a four year old daughter
and am edgerly awaiting the arrival of our latest addition,
due in late Gctober. I will be returning to CPCK, sometime
during 2005, as 1 enjoy being a part of the kindy’s
supportive and professional team.

PS. It’s a boy!

Michelle O’Toole

1 started in January 2003 and work
Monday and Tuesday in the Possum
to Liz and
1 sometimes relieve on

room as assistant
Amanda,
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday as
needed, so I get to know all the staff
and children at CPCK. 1 had applied
for the position through the Manly

Daily and didn't know anyone

attending kindy at the time.

I love all the kids and the staff at the kindy and enjoy
everything about my job. I especially love chatting to the
children while doing craft, puzzles or playing in the sandpit
together. They say the funniest things!

The hours [ work are great, as previously I've only
worked in Long Day Care. I have two children, a seven
year old boy Jason and nine year old girl, Brooke. T took
this position, so I could still have plenty of time at their
school for reading, groups, excursions etc. and time
afterwards to help with their homework or at the many
sports they do after school and on weekends. We live at
Allambie Heights and have a blue cattle dog and a fish.
We enjoy the beach, canoeing, camping and holidays
together and with friends. We are a very busy family, so

my job at CPCK is perfect for us all,

Jane Sym

I have lived in Collaroy Plateau
since I was five years old. My
mother was a teacher’s aide at the
Kindergarten from 1976 to 1981 and
my brothers attended the kindergarten
in the early *70s.

I am married with two children, my
son attending Collaroy Plateau
_ Community Kindergarten in 2000
and 2001 I was also on the 2001 Management Comnmiltee,
holding the position of secretary

Prior to children, I worked as a secretary, and became a
stay at home Mum in 1996, In July 2004 I returned to the
Kindergarten, this time as an employee, job sharing the
position of Administrative Assistant, two days a week with
Cecilia Jago.

I wanted to return to work part-time and in school hours,
so I could be around for my children. The position is
perfect, and being close to home and school is also a great

bonus.

Both as a parent and now as a staff member, I have found
the teachers very friendly and approachable and the kindy
has a friendly, warm atmosphere, all of which made the
position for altractable,

Sarah Herbert

I started at CPCK in term two 2004 for my final
Practicum for TAFE.
position for term four, whitst she had her baby,

I was then luckily offered Jenny’s

Bwver since I started at CPCK T have enjoyed everyone’s
company. I have met all the children and the staff are all so
nice. I have learnt so much in my time here.

I'll be sad to go at the end of the year. But I'm very
thankful for the experience I've had at CPCK.



Early Days of Collaroy Plateau

In 1818 Governor Macquarie made a grant of 410 acres
to John Ramsey. The land had a water frontage from Long
Reef to Narrabeen lagoon, with a plateau rising behind that
magnificent waterline, It became known as Mt. Ramsey.
Later the area to the west of Mt. Ramsey was granted to
James Wheeler. Mi Ramsey is, of course, an early name for
Collaroy Plateau.

The Paddle steamer, Collaroy, was built in Birkenhead in
the 1850s and sailed to Sydney with her paddles stowed
below decks. “Collaroy” is an aboriginal name meaning
“long reeds” but the vessel was built for the Grafton
Steamship Co. and acquired by the Collaroy Sheep Station
near Merriwa, New South Wales.

The paddle sieamer was not very fast and Captain
Thompson was known to take short cuts to make up time.
On the night of 20" January 1881, Collaroy left Newcastle.
She was travelling too close to the shore when Captain
Thompson realized that the vessel was in imminent danger
of running into the rocks of Long Reef, so he turned the
Collaroy inshore and ran her hard onto the beach to avoid
the rocks. She stayed stuck on the beach for four years
before being refloated. The suburb was named Collaroy
Beach.

Car travel boomed after World War 1 and Collaroy
Beach quickly became one of the Northern Beaches most
popular picnic spots, shops having been established by this
stage.

As reported in the February 1975 edition of “The Plateau
News” blocks of land on the Plateau in 1936 could be
bought for 25 pound. By the early 50°s land on Collaroy
Platean was much sought after by young couples as the
“best”, closest land they could afford.

The Estates of the lale Jessie Green released a large
section of the Plateau. (There are three streets named after
her daughters” Stella, Essilia and Claudare.) In 1952 blocks
with a 40’ frontage could be purchased for 150 to 300
pounds, price depended on the amount of rock and
drainage. 300 pound would buy a block on the dress circle,
Edgecliff Boulevarde.

It was a common sight to see young couples get off a bus
at the corner of Pittwater Road and Weiherill Streets, climb
“the goat track” to the Plateau ready for a days work on
their dream home. Finance was hard to get and many

cleared their own land and sub-coniracted to build their

houses. There were many half houses built on the Plateau
during this period.

Essilia Street, 01 January 1953

Essilia Street

looking to the lake

Bus transport was limited but the journey to Manly
WhatT from Collaroy took only 28 minutes and cost 1/-
(10c), a few buses went to Narrabeen on weekdays but the
service did not extend to Wynyard.

When the streets of Collaroy were first named Collaroy,
Jenkins and Ramsey Streels ran from Pittwater Road and
right across the Plaieau, As can be imagined this caused
great confusion - fine on a map but rather disconcerting to
find a cliff dividing the sireets in half. These streets were
later renamed Telopea, Grevillia and Acacia - named for the
once prolific flora of the area.

Plateau Road once ran from Parkes Road where it turned
left into what is now Hall Avenue, and then right into what
is now Veterans Parade.

The original subdivision also showed a Mason Street
Sufficient
space for satisfactory building blocks had not been aliowed

between Veterans Parade and Fuller Street.
and Mason Street was never developed.
The late Captain Frank Hurley, a photographer who went

with Shackleton to the South Pole in 1914 and who later
became Australia’s official photographer during World War



1, lived on Edgecliff Boulevarde. He vowed that the view
from the Plateau, across the lake to the beach and beyond to
the disiant headlands and Lion Island, was unsurpassed in
the world.

Collaroy Plateau Public School was opened in 1954 and
Collaroy Plateau West in 1961 - the name Collaroy Plateau
West was later changed to Wheeler Heights Public School
to avoid confusion. St Rose Catholic Primary School is the
third school, established in 1973,

Collaroy Plateau even had its own fire brigade. Named
the Plateau Volunteer Community Fire Brigade the trailer
was stored in the shopping centre on Aubreen and Telopea
Streets and captained by George Haxcell.

The Augusta Shopping Centre was opened early in 1966,
Over the years many businesses have serviced the Collaroy
Plateau community, and have included a supermarket, fruit
shop, buicher, pharmacy, hairdressers, timber yard, pet
store, florist, drapery, post office, newsagent, and service
station. The Commonwealth Bank opened a branch in the
Augusta Shopping Centre on “Decimal Currency Day” 14
February 1966.

In 1985 Warringah Shire Council repaved the approach
to the shopping centre. They had applied for a Community
Employment Programme grant for the purpose.

Originally there were five churches on the Plateau but
amalgamation of the Methodist and Presbyterian Churches
meant that the new Uniting Church did not need one of the
sites. The site in Acacia Street was redeveloped as housing
blocks.

In 1977 an upper floor was added to the Youth Centre in
Blandford Street. Adjacent (o the Youth and Community
Centre tennis courls had also been added to provide extra
sporting facilities for the Plateau community.

The majority of young mums in the 50’s and 60°s were
not employed outside the home and many of them enjoyed
a social game of tennis at “Northey’s Courts” in Rose
Avenue.

Prior to the 196(Fs young mums had to travel to Dee
Why to get advice and support al the Baby Health Centre,
In the 60s a mobile Truby King Clinic parked at the
Telopea Street shopping centre once a week. It continued
to offer this service until the Collaroy Plateau Baby Health
Centre was opened near the Augusta Shopping Centre. 1t
was closed in the late 90s and new mums on the Plateau
sort advice from the Narrabeen and Dee Why Early
Childhood Health Cenlres.

Opened as the War Velerans Home in 193§, the RSL
Veterans® Retirement Village celebrated its Golden Jubilee
in 1988.

The Plateau produced its own newspaper for many years.
Keeping the local community updated on work being
carried out on the Plateau by council, and the everyday
happenings of members in the community. “The Plateau
News” was delivered free to some 4000 homes each month.

Up until 1978, the Plateau was home to two horses on the
corner of Acacia and Stella Streets, Named Ginger and
Adeena, they were forced Lo move in accord with council
rule, The horses had been kept in the paddock and had been
a pleasure to both children and adults and provided free
fertiliser for many enthusiastic gardeners. The horses added
couniry atmosphere to suburbia and many residents were

sad to see them go.

The history of Collaroy Plateau is the story of real
community spirit. A suburb that started with many of the
families being related, now is a popular suburb of the
Northern Beaches, slightly out of the way, but with that
small community feel about it.

Plateau News  April 1969
POEM TO THE EDITOR
Written about Plateau Park

The High Cost of Housing
By Jack Corley

Have you seen the dozers at work on the
nearby hill?

How they level it down with such speed and
sleill!

Gone are the bandicoots that dig up the Tawn,
So have the bush birds that sang in the morn
The wild flowers have gone; you could see
them from here;

The flannel flowers, daisies and wattle so clear.

Now there are houses all shining and neat,
Row upon row, street upon street.

The have taken the bush, it will never be back.
The birds and the flowers, the little rough track.
If T could bring back the hill that has been
shorn,

The flowers the wattles, the birds in the morn,
To be what they were in the years gone by

I’d welcome the bandicoots I used 1o decry.
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Plateau News

The Plateau News commenced publication in November
1959 and was run by four members of the Garden Club.
The editor was Bdgar (Ted) Gornall. To finance the paper,
they used personal loans, advertising income and garden
club funds until demand became too huge and operation
beyond the capacity of a few people.

Edgar Gornall’s original editorial said the News was to
be given *“that spirit of sturdy independence and self
reliance, which characterises so many citizens of Collaroy
Platea”. He was a broadcaster on 2UE for many years and
during his years as editor, many gardening articles by
experts were published in the Plateau News. Edgecliff
Boulevard’s wildflower garden is named after Edgar
Gornall.

Charles Hale took over briefly as editor, followed by Harry
Redden who was president of the Progress Association. In
1963 a News Commitiee was formed to take over and run
the Plateau News. In 1966 it was decided the publication
needed reorganisation and greater responsibility to the
comuunity.

Following a meeting of local organisations a new
committee was formed. Those represented were the three
churches, two schools, the Progress Association and the
Youth club. Membership included financial and editorial
responsibility and guaranieed copy space. The editorial
meeting to produce the paper usually went on into the early
hours of the following moming. Advertising, distribution
and financial control was carried out separately and
reported in a short formal meeting each month before
editing commenced. For the next eleven years Milton
Lidgard held the position of editor.

Eventually the publication of the Plateau News was taken
over by the Youth Club. The club decided that the
Newsletter was a belter way of communicaling to the
members and ran the newsletter for a few years, along the
model of the Plateau News.

When produced by the News Comunittee, Prestige Press
in Brookvale, which at the time was operated by Plateau
resident, Frank Rosnell, printed the Plateau News.

The first issue had a free monthly circulation of 1250,
through Collaroy Plateau, Collaroy, Narrabeen and Dee
Why. By the second publication it had reached 1500 and in
1979 it was 3500, almost entirely delivered to homes in
Collaroy Plateau and Wheeler Heights. Some younger
people were paid a small fee to deliver the news from as far

as Pittwater Road, Long Reef and South Creek Road, Dee
Why West.

The Plateau News kept the community informed on
public transport, sewerage, curbing and guttering and
amongst other things the news of locals within the
community in their column “Plat Chat”,

Copies of the Plateau News are available at Warringah
Library in local studies and at the Mitchell Library in

Sydney.

Collaroy Plateau
Progress Association

The Collaroy Plateau Progress
Agsociation came into existence at a
public meeting of local citizens held
at Plateau Park on the 19" October
1947.

The Constitution of the Progress
Association states, ¢ the objectives of
the
improvement in the area, covered by the Collaroy Plateau
Progress Association and the welfare of residents generally

Association 18 to work for

of such area within the Shire of Warringah. Also to co-
operate with other Associations when and where necessary
and make representations to the requisite Authorities
regarding any project which the Association considers is for
public good. And lo undertake any other work of a nature
similar to that stated above provided it was authorised at a
General Meeting of members of the Association.’

Officers of the Association consisted of a President, two
Vice Presidents, two Trustees, a Committee of six, a
Secretary, a Treasurer and an Auditor. Membership was
opened 1o any person 18 years and over residing or having
business premises in the area covered by the Association.
Meetings were held once a month, and occasicnally an
extraordinary meeting was called for, in matters of urgency.
Minutes were kept of every meeling.
The Progress  Association
instrumental in sewerage connections on the Plateau, which

Collaroy  Plateau was
then allowed the removal of the tanker disposal inlet in
Cromer. They pushed for the widening of roads, additions
of footpaths, kerbing, guttering, and drainage of roads.



Kerbing and guttering in Essilia Street

The Plateau Volunteer Community Fire Brigade, with
George Haxcell, the Captain, enlisted the help of many
Progress Association

community members including

cormmitiee memmbers.

Plateau Park once an Air Force Radar Station during the
war was successfully turned into what it is today, thanks to
the Progress Association.

They were responsible for the Education Depatiment
resumning land from the Salvation Army for the Collaroy
Plateau Public School.

They also had Jamieson Park reclaimed for the people,
and were the driving force in having the path constructed
around the lake, for the community to enjoy.

The Collaroy Plateau Progress Association watched over
the development of the Plateau, ensuring big developments
were not built in the area. An article appearing in the
Plateau News spoke of Council being taken to court by
developers over town planning issues.

..... Put quite simply, your suburb is in real danger of being
transformed, quite  rapidly, into an unplanned oand

unbalanced high-rise area! ...

The Sunday Telegraph 12" September 1971 reported the
proposed use of amphibious aircraft on Pittwater, Dee Why
Lagoon and Narrabeen Lakes. The Collaroy Plateau
Progress Association exchanged correspondence with State
M.L.A Mr. Allan Viney concerning this proposal.

In the later years many articles published in the Plateau
News requested the attendance of locals to meetings which
benefit the community of Coltaroy Plateau as a whole, and
yel they continued for years with only a small number of
Committee members. An interim committee was formed on
20" April 1988 until the hand over of the hall to Warringah
Shire Council. Eveniually, the Collaroy Plateau Progress

Association ceased operation in late 2000, The leaving
Commitiee members wete Kindergarten parents or ex
Kindergarten parents with one ex Progress Association

member.

The Collaroy Plateau Progress Association were truly a
magnificent group of people. They gave up their time
voluntarily to form a commiliee in order to look after the
interests of the community. It is this love of Collaroy
Plateau that has made it such a beautiful suburb to live in
and be part of  Although the Plateau has changed
immensely since that first meeting in 1947, it is the hard
work and perseverance of the Assoctation we should all be

proud of.

Collaroy Plateau Progress Hall

In a Form lodged with the Commissioner of Land Tax in
1978, it siates the block 33 - 41 Hall Avenue; Lot 5/ 6 was
acquired in 1949 from the Presbyterian Church. The church
accepted a block of land in Blandford Street, near the
northern edge of Plateau Park by means of a swap. The
block had a frontage of 32 metres and a depth of 81 metres.
The nature of the estaie was Frechold.

Mr. Arthur Rose speaking
11™ April 1953

Councillor Alan Wheeler speaking
11™ April 1953

11
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The foundation stone for the Collaroy Plateau Progress
Association Hall was laid on 11" April 1953. In attendance
at the ceremony were Mr. R'W.Askin M.LLA (Member of
the Lower Assembly), Mr. W Wentworth M.H.R (Member
of the House of Representatives) and Mrs. Wentworth,
Councillor Corkery of Warringah Shire Council, and Mrs.
Corkery, Mr. Arthur Rose, President of the Collaroy Plateau
Progress Association, Mr. Stack, and Councillor Alan
‘Wheeler of Warringah Shire Council.

Mr. Robert Askin speaking
11" April 1953

Presenting the h:uIndtion stone
Mr. Robert Askin

11" April 1953
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Sketch of building prior to renovations

Sketch by Milton Lidgard
Not to scale

The original building was constructed of bricks with a
gable shaped roof. The floor plan was oblong shaped with
about five windows, a double door at the front of the
building. Inside was a cupboard with a bench top and an
electric jug was in the south east corner,

The building of the hall included a lot of street parties
and z keg, with permission of the police of course. The keg
always supplied by Wally Monk of Brookvale Brewers,

The hall and land was owned by the Collaroy Plateau
Progress Association, and hired out to numerous members
of the community. Some included the Garden Club, Square
Dancing, Boy Scouts, Ballet and the Kindergarten,

Exit lamps were a requiremeni to license the hall for
public use. They were wired to light up if the power failed
to the lighting circuit. They would then use ballery power.
For some years a lead / acid car battery was under the floor
to supply the lamps if required. ¥t was charged, by running
in a car for a week. Numerous updates were made until a
modern battery charger system was purchased.

Over the years renovations, have taken place to
modernise the hall and make it more atiractive to the hirer.

e "] £ 5@%
Advertisement in The Plateau News

At a CPPA meeting on the 4" December 1963 it was
reported quotes for the construction of the entrance porch to
the hall had yet to be received. The President reporting at a
meeling on the 6" February 1964, that builders had failed to
guote and further quotes would be sort in due course.
Builders had still failed to quote on the construction of the



front porch by the 5% February 1964 and further quotes
were being sought.

In October 1964, the floor of the hall was in need of
repair. At the 4" November 1964 meeting, local builders
indicated their quotes might not be competitive due to the
size of the job and the special requirements. Special
flooring contractors were contacted and quoles had been
received. It was moved al the same meeting that the
C.S1R.O Building Experimental Station be contacted,
asking their advice on the best way in repairing the floor. A
quote had been received by the 6™ of December from
Luderus and Bode for 278 pounds, and it was agreed to
accept the quote. As of June 1969, quotes were received for
future maintenance and care from three contractors.
‘Luderus and Bode’, ‘Russell and Flew’ and Fred
Fitzgerald. As the floor had been sanded and polished, it
was agreed to have the hall regularly maintained. In August
a quote was received from Mr. Jack Ryder of Plateau
Cleaning Services to wax and polish the floor. The quote of
$6.00 per service to be carried out monthly was accepled on
4" February 1970. 1n 1974 it was decided to have the floor
oiled once a term, and the matter of a missing mop did hold
up first terms oiling.

As with many minor repairs around the hall, the Progress
Association members
maintenance. April 7" 1965 it was reported High School
boys waiting for their bus at the front of the hall had
damaged a fence, and one of the front doors had fallen off

volunteered to carry out the

and narrowly missed a child. Mr, Haxcell a commiitee
member volunieered to repair the door.

Due to the slope in the back garden, erosion it would
appear is an ongoing problem and on the 21% July 1965, it
was decided that to fix the problem 40 yards of filling and
100° x 2’ retaining wall would be required. Mrs. Smith of
the kindergarten was to be approached regarding the cost of
the retaining wall and any fencing to be charged 50/50.
Work was also to be carried out immediately to lower the
storm water drain and divert the surface water on the
easiern side from across the area between the toilets. In
1972, the waler board had an amount of soil from recent
excavation work in the area to use as filling for the hall
grounds. During the April 5% 1972 Progress Association
meeling the need for a retaining wall or solid fence was
discussed, IF there would be any hope of stopping the soil
the Water Board were to deliver, from washing away into
neighbouring properties, this was something to be
considered. It was, however decided, a relaining wall or
fence may be quite costly and it would have to wait until
the extensions were completed.

In June of 1966 quotes were obtained for halk
maintenance. Repair and painting of windows and all
external wood work. Mr, Spraggs quote of $95.00 was

received and accepted for repair work.

In September 1967 Council suggested a step outside the
pate of the Progress Hall be built, the Progress Association
requesting Warringah Council to take appropriate action, It
had been completed by the February ‘68 meeting and a
letter of appreciation was sent to the Council thanking them
for their work.

During 1968, further repairs on windows were completed
and the ceiling of the Progress Hall, was cleaned by ‘The
Flying Dutchman’ at a cost of $22.00

There was some discussion on selling the Progress Hall
to the Scouts in May 1969. The Scouts had approached the
Progress Association, as they were expanding rapidly, and
were sharing with Narrabeen, which was too small for their
own needs. However the President explained, that in the
event of the Association being disbanded the property
would automatically be taken over by the Chief Secretary’s
Department, The Progress Association did not have the
power to sell any property in the Association’s name.

About the same time, discussions regarding extensions to
the Progress Hall commenced in 1968 / 1960. It was
suggested at the 4" June 1969, that a rough outline of the
extensions and an approximate financial statement for the
previous two months be compiled. A special meeting of the
Committee took place on the 29" of July 1969. The
meeting was attended by representatives of organisations on
the Plateau, who used the hall and members of the Progress
Association Committee. Mr, Carter drew up initial plans
and working plans were to be drawn up at a later date.
Once approved, the services of a ‘competent draughtsman’
were undertaken. Designer and Building Consultant, Mr.
Hank Hermsen drew up the plans for the hall extension for
a cost of $100.00

Plateau News  December 1969

Progress Hall to be extended

Plans are as present being prepared for an extension to the
rear of the Progress Association Hall in Hall Avenue.

The proposed addition to the hall will provide sewered
toilet facilities, a kitchen and storage area and enlarged
hall space on the upper level with space for future uses in
the lower floor area.

Improved facilities at the hall will be of great advantage 1o
the kindergarten and will provide a community hall suitable

Jor all letting purposes....

13
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K.G.Lee $16,980.00 and Mr. Reeves $19,650.00.
A gpecial committee was formed to discuss the
and reported to the next
Asgsociation meeting.  The

quotes Progress

Special Building

Committee met on the 7" July 1970 and with only
three quotes to work with, based on the lowest
quote from Mr. Luker, a loan of approximately
$15,000.00 would be required. It was discussed
an increase in rental of the hall would allow for a

loan to be repaid over a reasonable period. It was

suggested the kindergarten be increased from
$14.00 to $20.00 per week, increasing monthly
from $56.00 to $80.00.

In October 1970, it was announced new plans
were drawn, extending the hall to the western side
of the building. The first drawn plans had not met
the approval of the Child Welfare Department.
The second set of plans had the approval of the
Child Welfare Department and the Board of Fire
Commissioners, however Council rejected themn.
The reason being the hall is situated i an “A”
class residential area. This meant that one-storey
buildings could occupy 50% of the block, and
of 20 feet
{approximately 6 metres). New plans were drawn
i October 1971 and submitted to Council.

required a side alignment

Finally, at the May 3™ 1972 meeting, it was
announced  plans  had approved.

been

Original plans submitted to Counceil

Plateau News March 1970
WHO CAN USE A MODERN HALL

..... The existing Progress Hall was completed over 10 years
The
sewer has recently become available to the hall property
and as the hall is used by a kindergarten each week it is

ago and lacks modern toilet and kitchen facilities.

particularly essential that suitable toilet and kitchen
Jacilities are provided as soon as possible

INITIAL STEP
Plans are being prepared for the extension of a new wing

across the vear of the hall, which provides additional hall
space, two toilet and wash room areas and much needed
storage space. The area beneath the proposed extension
will be sealed for a covered play area and later
Additional toilets will be provided in this

lower floor area.....

development.

Plans passed by Council and the Water Board by June
1970, and approved and local builders were approached for
quotes.

Quotes came in from Mr. Luker for $13,750.00, Mr.

Advertisements were placed in the Plateau News and Manly
Daily, seeking tenders.

Plateau News ~ May 1972
Tenders Invited
Tenders are called for the construction and completion of

the extensions and alterations to the Progress Hall
building. Contact Mrs. O Smith at the Progress Hall
between 9.00am and 3:00pm on 982 6167 or after hours at
98 8935

It was proposed the extensions, have an extended concreie
floor and four builders had asked for specificatlions.
Tenders for the allerations and extensions were therefore
extended until the 12" June 1972 to allow for this.

Plateau News  July 1972
Collaroy Plateau Progress Association Building Plans

Tenders have been received from several builders interested
in the Association project. These tenders are now under

review and the successfil tendever will be known shortly.
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A request to the bank was that repayments
be increased from $175.00 to $185.00
extending the term of the loan to twenty-
three years.

Mr. Lidgard advised the commiitee that
bricks were now in short supply due to an
oil sirike, and this may now hold up the
building of the extensions, There is no
further discussion on the matter so the strike

obviously did not have any affect,

Letters were issued stating the Hall would
not be available for use for about 15 weeks
from the 27™ August 1972,

Plateau News  August 1972

Collaroy Plateau Progress

Association Building Extensions

..... It is hoped that work will commence in
August. In view of this, local organisations
who regularly meet in the Progress Hall are
being advised that alternative arrangements
will have to be made for the balance of
1972, This, of course, also refers to the
Community

Kindergarien.  Alternative

arvangemenis are being investigated by the

However, the whole project is now waiting advice from the
Department of Child Welfare on the Association’s
application for Government subsidy for the Kindergarien.
The Assoctation hopes to have more promising news by next
months meeting.

Four quotes had been received for the extensions.
Quotes tendered were Profile Homes $23,648.00,
F.L.Verrills $23,150.00, Lexite Property Developments
$19,950.00 and Mr. A.D.Luker $18,200.00. Mr. Luker
being the lowest quote received was accepted, after all four
builders were met and interviewed by the Building
Committee.  Mr. Luker was requesied to show his
tegisiration card with licence endorsed, after which a

contract was signed.

The Bank of NSW in Collaroy approved a bank loan of
$20,000.00. Repaymenls were to be made over 15 years at
$125.00 per month or approximately $2,100.00 per year.
This figure is more than the Association had received in the
previous three years, and obtaining the loan would rely
greally on the Government Subsidy received.

The Association had received a letter from the Bank of
NSW advising the interest rate was to increase from 7.5%
to 10.5% increasing repayments from $175.00 to $200.00.

Committee and subject to Child Welfare approval it is
hoped to conduct the Kindergarten on a restricted basis.
Those concerned will be advised as soon as arrangements
have been finalised. ... ...

Arrangements were made for the Kindergarten to hire the
Methodist Hall, a $25.00 application fee paid to Council, as
a refundable deposit.

Reported at the 6" September 1972 meeting, foundations
had been laid and work was progressing well. Bricks were
to be delivered within the next week.

In October
report was carried out to establish the

1972 a surveyor’s

correct boundaries of the property,
inguiries inte costs to build a brick
wall with drive through gates were
made and the sandpit was to be built
with bricks, with a concrete border.
Mr. the
sandpit in the shape of a figure eight.

Eric Christensen built

Work progressed very favourably
for the hall, and building was near completion as at 6"
December 1972 apart from lighting. Regular progress

payments had been made to Mr. Luker, and the Association

15
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was pleased with the results so far.

The first term of kindergarten resumed in the Progress
Hall in 1973 after the renovations were completed.

Plateau News  February 1973
KINDERGARTEN
The meeting was informed that the Kindergarien had

resumed operations for 1973 in the extended and renovated
Progress Hall. ...

The original toilets on the block, ladies and men’s were
constructed of brick with the old pan system installed.
They were situated at the back of the hall and were
surrounded by weeds. Some income was penerated after
buses started to terminate outside the hall, by allowing bus
crews to use the facilities. Later, toilets were constructed
for the kindergarten children. A lot of disinfectant was used
in an altempt to keep hygiene at a reasonable level. The
pans were removed from behind the toilet blocks so the
children did not see and replaced twice a week. Lengthy
discussion at the 1% February 1967 meeling, regarding
raising funds for the proposed sewerage connection was
held over for further discussion. Although the sewer was
available to the property in 1970, it was not uniil 1973
before the hall was finally connected to the sewer, and the
kindergarten could be done with the old toilet pan system.

Drainage problems began in June of 1973. Although the
Association had complied with Council regulations in
respect of building application, problems had occurred,
where by rainwater would flow down to the bottom corer
of the Progress Association land through to neighbouring
properties in Parkes Road.  The Council Inspector
suggested the only solution would be to pipe water through
neighbour’s property and onto Parkes Road. Pipes were
ordered and were to be delivered in early November due to
strikes. Again in 1976, water was flowing into neighbour’s
yards from the Progress Hall and an Inspector had advised
this was a natural flow of water. To rectify the problem the
Progress Association agreed to put a drain to the fence line,
and one of the neighbouring properties would put a drain
through their property to take the water out onto the sireet.
In 2000, seepage into neighbouring properties was still an
issue, the Council deciding to install a new detentien pit.

There was talk in June 1974 about the olive tree at the
front of the hall. The gutlers seemed to be blocked many
times, and after some discussion as to whether to remove
the tree or half the tree, it was decided that half the tree was
fo remain. In 2004 the tree was causing havoc, with
continnal dropping of seeds, that Council completed an
inspection. As its roois had started to push beneath the

building, council approved the removal of the tree.

Late 1975 questions were raised about painting and
maintenance of the hall. It was believed that the
Kindergarten could raise funds for this, as most the
maintenance was necessary due to the usage of the hall by
the kindergarten. Rather than increase the rent of the hall,
the cost of painting would be covered by the kindergarten.
The Kindergarien committee obtained quotes for painting of
the hall and the hall was re painted in January 1976 at a cost
of $820.00.

Ceiling fans were added to the building in April 1976,
The Mother’s Club had ratsed enough funds for the
installation, and the trustees of the hall granted permission.

The building was again extended in 1978, this time the
addition of an office and a desperately needed storercom.
Mr. Arthur Luker tendered a quote of §4,045.00, which was
accepted by letter on the 7" February 1978. The plans were
submitted to Council 28" February 1978. A letter was sent
to Warringah Shire Council on 31May 1978 requesting
information on the status of the building application and
again on 13 July 1978,

The office being the last major renovation on the hall was
completed in 1984,

In August 1986 three quoles were received 1o have the
new vinyl tile and the timber floor sanded and finished. Of
the three quotes House of Modern Floors, Elegant Flooring
and B&W Flooring the lalter was acceplted and work
completed during the August school holidays.

Insulation bats were first talked about at a Mothers Club
meeting on the 28 July 1988. It was decided to save up for
these over a number of years so they may eventually be
installed, however after a quote for supply only, it was
thought to be too expensive and the plan was lo make the
saving an ongoing project untit they became affordable.

A one off grant under the preschool enhancement grants
programme of $2,000.00 was given to the kindergarten in
May 1991, Tt was to spend within six months of receiving
and a condition of the grant was that the kindergarten
provide a certified statement confirming funds had been
spent. Two quotes were received, and by Auvgust 1991 PC
Insulations installed Bradford gold bats R2.3 batts in the
ceiling and R2.0 batts under the floor.

$300.00 was left from the grant payment. This money was
put toward the purchase of new pine logs for the
playground and the log pergola over the sandpit was
extended to provide more shade for the children. An

additional $559.00 was added to cover the costs.



Due to declining membership of the Progress Association
it was decided to transfer ownership to the Warringah Shire
Council. The transfer was conditional, among other things,
that the Collaroy Plateau Community Kindergarten be
encouraged to continue as main tenants of the hall. Council
adopted the proposed donation of the Collaroy Plateau
Progress Hall to Warringah Shire Council on the 17"
November 1987,

The Collaroy Plateau Progress Hall was sold to
Warringah Council in approximately 1992 for $1.00. A
voluntary committee managed the Hall until 1% October
2000, when management of the hall was transferred to
Council.

Plans were submitied and approved by Council in 2001
for shade structures in the back garden. Of the choices
available, the Comumittee chose Heritage Green. They were
installed in Tuly of 200l. Having them made a huge
difference than without, providing more cooler and shadier
areas for activities. A sandpit cover was custom made and
fitted in September 2001 for a cost of $803.00 replacing the
tarpaulin.

The shade structure at the front of the kindergarten was
installed in 2001. Mist Green to blend in with the
surrounds. The front of the building could now be utilised
more often, and in the warmer weather, children eat their
morning tea out front.

The outside Toilet Block. An event in itself. The first
mention of outside toilets was in fact during the renovations
of 1973 as a future effort. 1t was again proposed in a
memorandum to the Management Comunittee on the 6"
December 2000. 1t took four years for it to be built, making
playtime outside much easier for the teachers, who would
have to accompany the children to the indoor bathrooms
more than once during their time spent outside. The
memorandum suggested two toilets plus a sink to be in line
with DOCS and Council requirements. 1t was estimated the
cost to be around $10,000.00 to $13,000.00. Plans were
submitted to council for the toilet block in March 2001 and
approved April 2001, At the Managemenl Meeting 6
March 2002 it was hoped the toilet block would be installed
by the end of the year.

It would take another three and a half years and many
more quotes before the outside toilets were built.
Warringah Shire Council installed the toilet block, and with
much excitement the children waited theit turn to
investigate the new facilities.
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Topsy Harris

Bom Violet Mary Barton, Topsy’s
parents travelled 34 miles by horse
and sulky to Narrandera to register
her birth, Her father really wanted
to name her Topsy, but her mother
preferred to name her daughter after

her closest friend, Topsy’s father

was thirsty after the trip, and went
off to quench his thirst, and Topsy’s mother made her way
to the registry office. As so happened in years gone by,
children were registered and were nicknamed from birth.
Violet has only ever been known as Topsy.

Topsy Harris, a registered nurse and Mavig Bryaﬁt, a
teacher, both with 3 year old boys, decided to open a
kindergarten for children aged 3-5 years of age. They chose
the Methodist Church Hall in Balgowlah in 1951-1952.

27 April 195 Reproduced cote of the Manly Baily

They opened with 20 children attending, and before they
moved to new premises had forty children in their charge.
The ladies provided a car service with a weekly fee of two
pounds, three shillings and sixpence. The kindergarten was
registered and inspected regularly,

Topsy Harris and Mavis Bryant

Gumnut Kindergarten
Circa 1952

The kindergarten’s waiting list grew rapidly due to a lack
of kindergartens in the area, so the decision was made tfo
look for two suitable halls and work independently of one
another. A hall in Dee Why west was chosen and Topsy
chose the Progress Association Hall in Hall Avenue
Collaroy Plateau.

The Harris family lived in High Street, Dee Why, at the
top of Mclntosh Road. They sold their home in Dee Why
and moved to a home on the flat in Avalon in 1954, Topsy
describes Avalon in the 1950°s as ‘very remote, bui lots of
bushland and koalas’ Topsy would drive to Collaroy
Plateau every day, picking up three or four children along
the way and dropping them home again in the afternoon.

In 1964 Mr, Harris, who worked for the bank, was
transferred to Balranald, mid way between Hay and
Mildura. Mr. Harris went on ahead of Topsy, as their two
sons had exams and they joined him Christmas 1964,
Topsy found it difficult leaving the Northern Beaches for a
town on the banks of the Murrumbidgee River, but the
people were wonderful and quite accustomed to making
their own fun.

The local Doctor was also the amimal vet and afler
helping a local lady set up a kindergarten, Topsy began
Topsy would
often attend emergencies the Doctor should, however he

work as the matron of the local hospital,

was often long distances from town, so Topsy would tend to
them.

Years later, when travelling to Adelaide, the Harrig’
would stop at Balranald. The locals still remember the
family, and the kindergarten is still operating today.

Returning to Sydney in 1967-68 Mr. Harris was transferred
o Miranda, and the family moved to Georges Hall. Once
settled, Topsy returned to part then full time nursing, and at
one time was Deputy Matron at an aged care hospital.



Topsy retired in 1993,

Mr and Mrs. Harris moved back to Leeton, where they
reside today. Topsy has family who own two rice farms
and a small dry area property for sheep and often visits the
old home on the farm. No one lives there now. The
farmers live in town now, and commute to the farm daily,
Although the home is still livable, it is now used for lunch
breaks.

These days Topsy spends her time playing golf and
bowls. As Leeton is situated in the Murrumbidgee
irrigation area they are surrounded by water and the sky is
so huge, especially when driving across the Hay Plain.

When Topsy signed the papers over to the Progress
Association, she was of the understanding the kindergarien
may have to close and the Hall possibly sold. Mr. Harris’
mother lived in Dee Why and as it was a two hour drive
from Georges Hall, they never did have the time to drive up
to the Plateau, Even in recent years, when visiting family
and friends did they decide to drive up to the Plateau, so
Topsy was excited to hear the kindergarten still existed.

“J just couldn’t believe the Kindergarien is still there. If

it weren't for the Progress Association, there would not
have been a hall. Congratulations to them.”
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Olive Smith
Teacher and Director 1954-1982

TRIBUTE TO Mrs. O

Retirement of Mrs. Olive Smith from the Uollaroy Plateau
Lommunity Kindergarten,

Mrg. Smith snnounced her retivement vevently from the
Eindergarten in Hall Avenue. Bhe is the Divector of the
Kindergarten, a position which she hag held for some twalve
voars, altbough her tied with the Kiadergarten styetch
back areund twenty elght vears to when 1v was privately
owned,

John and 01ive moved to Australia from Great Brivain in
1951 wwirh thelr two. children, John and Frances, coming up
to the Plateav around 1934 to build thelir bowe. From these
sarly days they were both iovelved with the Progress
Asgociation and the Youth Glub, helping to devalop the
facilities and services dn this locality which were needed
to cater for the vouug growing community., Initially, Olive
went to work for Mra. Hariss, who then ran the Yindergarten
as a private snterprise, dod vémainéd wntil Mre. Hariss
decided to séll the Windergarten and vetire in 1570,

Olive and John were inmstrumental in setting up the
Findevgarven on & community - basis, the awitinate
rasponsibility balng taken up by the Progress Association.
This arfangiment has remained to this dary, with the very
strong 1ink betwean the Kindergarten and the Progress
Association snill IHtact, Tu fack, the Propress Assoclation
effacrively gaing all Llts néw membérs thrduph the kinder,
‘many of w@om”h@ip run both the Kindergarten and Propgress

ar moma stag&w

A leree paxt of thi ereditc ﬁ@r the development mi the
Progress Hall and. attendant facilities from the simple
bmmldlnp it was- lnitlallv, S dug o the work of both
live and John, aol to maﬁtjmn the maintenantce of the hall
in the daoverim, Ulive Has alse helped in the mdintenance
of the community itself over the years, acting ez both
unofficial covmdlloy and Ffrisnd to wany people, particularly
yvoung mothers and their childeven who have suffered some
sethack or trawma and needed support. A4 any one wWho knows
her will confirm, her interest in and cobeern For this
cnmmuaity i Vﬁ?y deep.

Olive's yetfrpmént will be sffective from the end of this
vear, although she has offered her help in setnling v &
cnew Director next year. L will seem strange nok o see
her at the entrance to the kinder welvoming the children
in the morning and one must Feel & certain sense of loss,
Howewer, we wisgh Fey well in her Tetrirement and sincerely
hope that she enjoys the new activities she will
wsdoubfadly be takisg up. . There iz little else that can
be said pgeept "thank you fMldve For your guldancd and
suppott. of the Kiﬁd@f?art@n throughout the years of your
involvement, :




Plateau Playcentre Kindergarten

Plateau Playcentre Kindergarten eame into existence
when Topsy Harris decided to look for a new hall to move
her already full and wait listed kindergarten into. There just
were not enough kindergartens around to service the
families of the Northern Beaches. Someone ¢lse may have
started a kindergarten, and others, although smaller have
appeared around the Plateau, but have not been in operation
for as long.

It is with a lot of hard work from the Progress
Association, the staff and the parents that the Kindergarten
is what it is today and the very fact it is siill operating is a
feat in itself. There have been numerous times, that the
option of closing the kindergarten has been discussed and
fortunately the community has a kindergarten il can be
proud of. The kindergarten is staffed with wonderful
teachers and their passion for the kindergarten and love for
the children make for a most enjoyable environment.

Unfortunately, most of the early records of the Progress
Association have been destroyed and a definite date for the
opening of the kindergarten can not be clarified. The
Progress Association applied for a licence for theatres and
public halls on 01 January 1954. The licence was first
issued on 25" September 1954,

From the memories of Topsy Harris, incoming staff, and
newspaper arlicles from the “Plateau News” it was
determined the Kindergarten was opened sometime in 1954,

The Kindergarien under the ownership of Topsy Harris
was privately run. The Progress Hall had not long been
completed, when the Kindergarten moved in and the
playground area was very uneven. This took a lot of work
on the vard and they established play equipment.

On the 16™ February 1964, at a Collaroy Plateau Progress
Association meeting, the motion was put for the rent
payable by the kindergarten to be increased to 240 pounds
per annum. The motion was lost for want of a seconder. It
wag moved that rent be charged at 182 pounds per annum.
It was decided Mrs. Smith was to be invited to the next
meeting and advised of the proposed increase.

In a Collaroy Plateau Progress Association meeting on 7
April 1965 it was decided to arrange with council for the
removal of four toilet pans twice a week, with Mrs. Harris
to pay half and the Association to pay half. Toilet pans
continued to be used until the hall was connected to the
sewer,

Each evening the staff would be required to pack away
the equipment used that day in order for the hirers to use the
hall.

Children slept on stretchers. The stretchers were stored
on top of the stage, located in the southwest corner of the
hall and packed away each afternoon. The stretchers have
been compared to army issued stretchers, and probably as
comfortable. Stretchers were used for rest time for many
years, and teachers recall the
stetchers being terribly heavy
by the time they reached the
40" of the day

Debra Horton on a stretcher

In the early years the
children brought along
their own sleep bag, which
they would take homeeach

afternoon

Debra Horton with her sleepbag

Christmas is always a special time
of year for children and adults alike.
A special concert would be held, and
Santa would visit the children, the
mothers being served afternoon tea on
the day.

Topsy Harris with Santa

Mothers at Christmas party
Circa 1950s
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Children watching Santa on stage
Circa 1960

The hard work for the kindergarten started in the early
years, with a gap in Progress Association meetings due to
lack of numbers, the wider community needed to be told.

Plateau News  May 1970

Kindergarten Future in Doubt

Its happened before - its been said before, It would appear
that every organisation on the Plateau suffers from this
probiem - support! For the second month the Progress
Association Meeting was abandoned due to the lack of a
qrornm,

Kindergarten Future

There is one problem that everybody has forgotten. If the
Progress Association ceases to function, killed by its own
name - PROGRESS - what of the kindergarten, which
serves a large portion of the community. The Progress Hall
would, under the Constitution, be passed to the Chief
Secretary’s Department, Whether the kindergarten would
be allowed to continue is another question... .....

Don't keep it bottled up - support your organisations!

Discussions commenced in October 1970, regarding the
take over of the kindergarten by the Collaroy Plateau
Progress Association. Becoming a community kindergarten,
under the control of the Association, would in furn creaie
more work for the treasurer of the Association. It was
suggested 2 lump sum of $50.00 be paid annually to the
secretary and treasurer. Other members thought this was
toc much and a more suitable figure of $20.00 would be

affordable by the kindergarten.

With increasing costs of rent, additional costs of
purchasing furniture and equipment, and the distance
between Topsy’s home and Collaroy Plateau, Topsy Harris
sold ihe Kindergarten to the Collaroy Plateau Progress
Association in 1971, It was with great sadness Topsy sold
her Kindergarten.

As parl of the sale, decisions were made into aspects of
the kindergarten, A car service offered by the staff under
Topsy’s ownership was discontinued due to Department Of

Motor Transport regulations. Staff would leave their homes
and for a fee pick up children along the way, and return
them to their homes after kindergarten.

The most important decision, was the change from a
privately owned kindergarten to a Community run
kindergarten. The advantages being that the kindergarien

would be entitled to State Government subsidies.

Plateau News  November 1970

Kindergarten Proposals

The sagging Progress Association has been shoved wp with
new proposals to develop a community kindergarien
Debate on the subject proved lively when proposals for
exiensions and renovations were explained.  Several
members urged use of the Association building for the
community activities, etc, the other side showing preference
to kindergarten activities (the main bread winner) and the
hiving of the hall if and when possible.,

Your voice and opinion is needed, as you are the instrument
by which we can provide for your children’s welfare.

Letters were wriiten to the existing members of the
kindergarten staff in December 1970 regarding the change
over of "The Plateau Playeentre Kindergarten” to the
Collaroy Progress Association..... and the Kindergarten
intended to commence operations as the Collaroy Plateau
Community Kindergarten on the 2 February 1971. ...
There were no changes to staft, other than one new teaching

assistant was hired.

In Aundrey Truscott’s letter of change of ownership, her
rate of .92¢ per hour, the award rate, was to be increased to
$1.00 per hour an over the award paymeni. However she
was advised that should the award rate be increased, this did
not necessarily mean a continuation of her over the award
payment,

Collaroy Plateau
Community Kindergarten

On February 2nd 1971 the Kindergarten officially
became known as the Collaroy Plateau Community

Kindergarten.

All the excitement did not stop with a name change. The
telephone was connected to the Hall in January 1971,
bringing the kindergarten in line with technology and
making a working day a little easier for the staff. $300.00
was paid by the Kindergarten to the Progress Association to
cover the cost of rent and the telephone installation



There was much excitement about the new Community
Kindergarien that the business discussed at the meeting of
the Progress Association for February 1971 cenired on the
new community kindergarten,

Plateau News  February 1971

Lively Progress Association Meeting

The first meeting of the Progress Association proved very
lively indeed.  Items discussed included ...; the NEW
community kindergarten .....

The big windfall is the Kindergarten change over from
private to community at very little cost.  This move will
prove itself within a very short time, as all income will
assist with further development of the kindergarten to the

advantage of our children. ......

PARTICPATION BRINGS PROGRESS!
We now have a kindergarten ... Lets not stop now!

Toilet Facilities were originally out the back of the
kindergarten, and during the rainy periods, children would
have to put on their raincoats and make their way out back,
The toilets consisted of two separate sheds or ‘outside
dunnies’, made of brick with a corrugated roof. There was
one for boys and one for girls, each with two toilets. There
was a trough in the outside storeroom and the children
brought their own towel along to wipe their hands. Paper
towelling was introduced in May 1971,

A new constitution was written, the name of the
organisation was known as the Collaroy Plateau Progress
Association Kindergarten Committee. Membership was
restricted to financial members of the parent body, being the
Collaroy Plalean Progress Association. The cormmitles
consisted of a Chairman and iwo committee members. The
Director of the kindergarten became an automatic member
of the committee. The chairman held the position for two
years, the two committee members for one year. Elections
were held yearly in March, the first such election was held
in March 1972. The newly elected committee members
were Mr. J Anderson - Chairman, Mrs. P Fisher, Mr. J
Nihill - committee members and Mrs. O Smith - Director.
FEach month the kindergarten committee reported back to
the Progress Association.

Plateau News  December 1971

COLLAROY PLATEAU COMMUNITY
KINDERGARTEN

Arrangements for the Kindergarten to be conducted by the

Progress Association from the 1971 School year are now
well in hand. The last general meeting of the Association
passed a constitution for the Collaroy Plateau Community
Kindergarten Committee and elected a Committee fo
conduct aqffairs of the Kindergarten.

Chairman is Mr. J. Anderson and Commitiee members,
Mrs. P Fisher and Mr. J Nikill; together with Mrs. O. Smith
as Divector of the Kindergarten.....

In Mr Anderson’s absence, Mrs. Simith presented the first
annual report of the Collaroy Plateau Community
Kindergarten to the CPPA 1™ March 1972. Mr. Anderson’s
report read. ..

.1t is my pleasure to submit the first Anmial Report for the
Under the
Directorship of Mrs. Smith, we as a Commitiee have not

Collaroy Plateau Community Kindergarten.

experienced any complications in the day to day operation
of the Kindergarten. I might point out that this has only
been as a result of Mrs. Smith’s efforts and those of her
staff who have worked tirelessly for the Kindergarten in far
from adequate facilities.

We have catered for some one hundred children
during this period and I feel it demonstrates the need which
this Kindergarten fulfils in the Community........
vee ety I take this opportunity of thanking Mrs. Smith
for her and her staff’s efforts throughout the year and, in
addition, her hospitality for our monthly meetings. Also I
would like to thank owr two Committee members, Mrs.
Fisher and Mr. Nihill, for their unfailing support on the
Committee... ... cuun.. o

Free milk was still made available for the community
kindergarten. In 1972 the allowance was reduced from 13
pints to 7 pints. It was ten days before it was corrected and
the Child Welfare Department apologised for the error.

In November of 1972 it was realised after receiving the
award payable schedule, that teaching assistants had been
short paid .04 cents per hour since 1971. This, today may
seem such a small amount, however when your wage is
$1.00 per hour it can seem quite significant, They were
hack paid by, the end of 1972.

Extensions to the Progress Hall were well under way and
the Kindergarten had re-located to the Methodist Church
Hall in Stella Street for a period of fourteen weeks, at a rate
of $20.00 per week. The Committee also held three nightly
mieetings at a total charge of $6.00. The Child Welfare
Department had given permission for the Kindergarten to
transfer to the Methodist Hall, and an Inspector would
inspect the Hall prior to re opening,.

Kindergarten recommenced in the Progress Hall at the
start of term in 1973, It was reported
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Plateau News  February 1973
ENROLLMENT POSITION
Seventeen children commenced Kindergarten on half-time

sessions in the last term of 1972, Forty-seven children have
commenced this term, giving a total of sixty-four children.
Thiriy-one children, who were registered affer Febiruary
1972, are still awaiting admission. When vacancies in the
correct dge groups occur, they will be enrolled. Eighty
children are registered for 1974,

A notice of Motion was tabled at this meeting, seeking fo
change the Kindergarten Committee Constitution in that
parents of children attending the Kindergarten are to be
members of the Progress Association. ...

Plateau News  March 1973
MOTION DEFEATED
The Notice of Motion to alter the Kindergovten

Committee’s Constitution so that parents of children
attending the Kindergarten be members of the Progress
Assaciation was unanimously defeated. ....

In March 1973, the resigning president of the Progress
Association Mr, Clayton, thanked Mr. John Anderson for
his fine efforts as the foundation president of the
Kindergarten Committee for helping it to get on its feet.
Mr. Anderson held the position for two years. Mr. Clayton
also thanked Mr. Milton Lidgard, Mr. John Smith and Mrs.
Olive Smith for their patience in the face of many
adversities during the set up of the Communily
Kindergarten and for their unfailing support during the
rebuilding and alterations to the hall. The Committee had
worked really hard over the last twelve months and the
kindergarten was now a ‘going concern’. He felt this fact
should give the Executive and the Comumittee every right to
feel proud of their achievements.

Mr, John Anderson presented his last Kindergarten report
to the Associalion and thanked Mrs. Smith and the staff of
the kindergarten for their assistance and co-operation during
his time as President, He also thanked the parents who had
volunteered their time for the working bees.

The new kindergarten committee elected during the 7*
March 1973 Progress Association meeting was as follows:
President — Mr. Renouf, Kindergarten Cormnittee — Mrs.
Fisher and Mrs, Beasley, and Mrs. Smith the Director.

At a Progress Association meeting on 4 April 1973, the
new kindergarten Mr. Renouf
requested a reduction in the rent from $300.00 per month to
$200.00. Before the licence would be granted by Child
Welfare Department, a number of items were required to be

committee president

purchased, meaning the budget for term cone would go over,
The items to be purchased were two beds for dolls corner,

new books, bookshelves and blocks. Another inspection
took place before the end of term one. From 6™ June 1973,
rent from the kindergarten to the CPPA increased from
$200.00 to $250.00 per month

As at May 1973, the woman’s basic wage of $32.00 per
week increased to $35.10 per week. The National Wage
back pay had been paid in August 1973. An Assistant
Teacher’s salary increased by .08¢c to $1.22 per hour, Mis.
Helen Clare was paid $3.04 per hour increased from $2.90
and Mrs, Olive Smith; the Director was paid $3.46 per hour
increasing her pay by .15¢ per hour.

Throughout the years, kindergarten fees have depended
upon the amount of government subsidy received. During
the *70s the fees would fluctuate from $1.00 to $2.00. 1974
began with the fee set at $1.80 per day and the third term in
1975 fees were set at $1.00. Fees were reviewed every
term. In 2004, parents are advised the set fee for the whole
year.

The Child Welfare Department had issued the new
licence. The Kindergarten classified a B. An A licence,
which was thought by the kindergarten Committee, they
would receive is only issued when a building is solely used
by the kindergarien.

The kindergarten had to be closed on Tuesday 11" March
1974 with no charge to parents, due to flooding. In April of
1975 it was reported at a Collaroy Plateau Propress
Association meeting, the kindergarten was experiencing
leaking exterior drainage and as a result, the kindergarten
was closed for the first iime in twenty years. In fact it was
the second time.

The set up of the kindergarten rooms, were a three year
old group and a four year old group. The three year old
group would move up (o the four year old room, spending
two years al kindergarten and the four year old group would
head off to school the following year. On the 18"
December 1974, it was announced, children will only attend
the kindergarten one or two days per week, and only
children in special need would be accepted three days per
week, This was due to a large waiting list.

Permission was granted by the Kindergarten Committee,
to employ four staff each day rather than four in the
morning and three in the aflernoon. Obviously much easier
on the children, as they would now have a regular rouline
with teachers who start in the morning, and finish in the
afterncon with them.

At a Progress Association meeting on 5" February 1975,



the president questioned why children outside the Progress
area altended the Kindergarten. Mrs. Smith advised, due to
kindergartens closing for lack of mumbers, they decided to
accept out of area children, and the kindergarten was lucky
with 50 many new areas opening up, they were able to take
in more children.

A piano tuner had come to look at the piano, which had
been al the kindergarien since it opened in the 1950°s the
tuner spent two hours tuning it and doing minor repairs,
He advised the piano required a lot of work on it, which in
turn would cost a lot of money and doubted if anyone
would want to do the job. The Mother's Club were

prepared to buy & new piano and had raised approximately -

$800.00 for the Kindergarten.
purchase a new piano, which replaced the piano donated by
Mr. Arthur Rose in memory of his late wife and the
remainder was spent on outside play equipment.

The money was used to

" Platesu News  March 1975
Progress Association
.. the Collaroy Platean Community Kindergarten Mothers'

Club have provided a new piono and new play equipment
Jfrom funds raised by various functions. The Kindergarten
is fortunate to have this fine group of mothers supporting its
activities. ... '

With such long waiting lists for kindergarten enrolments,
it was suggested the commencing age for children be raised
for 1976. This would give more children the opportunity to
spend one year at kindergarten instead of a lesser number of
children spending two years at kindergarten. Proof of age
would also be requested when enroiment forms handed in.
On 2 April 1975 Mrs. Smith advised the Progress
Association that the entrance age for the kindergarien would
be put back from 3 years to 3 years 9 months,

In April of 1975 letters were issued to parents, notifying
them, children would only be accepted at kindergarten for
one year from 1976, It was also reperted to the wider

community.

Plateau News  June 1975

Progress Asseciation

Kindergarten Announcement

In order thai a lavge number of children shall be able to

attend the Collaroy Plateauw Community Kindergarten in
future, the Committee has decided that only those children
who will be eligible to attend school in the following year
shall be admitted as pupils. In essence this new regulation
means that children will only be able to attend the
kindergarten for one year from February 1976, ...

The 1* October 1975 Progress Association meeting, there

was discussion on the future of the Hall and it was resolved
that the Kindergarten Committee discuss the possibility of
taking over all financial responsibilities of the hall in them,
and no outside hirings, Other bookings contributed about
$1,000.00 per annum to the finances of the hall. M.
Renouf the president of the Kindergarten Committee
advised the Progress Association Commitiee in November
1973, that in order to qualify for the Government subsidy,
the hall must be used by the full community, therefore
cutting out non hire of the hall.

Kindergarten rental $28.00 per month in 1969, in 1976,
rent payable by the Kindergarten
Association was $250.00 per month.

to the Progress

The Kindergarten paid rent two months in advance to keep
the Progress Association solvent, Rent was increaged from
$250.00 per month to $275.00 per month in 1977. Rent was
increased from $700.00 to $850.00 per month, due to
increased maintenance costs of the building in February of
1987,

On 4" February 1976 at notice of motion was made at the
Progress Association meeting, that the Chairman of the
Kindergarten be a father of a child atiending the
kindergarten at time of appointment to office.  The

Kindergarten constitution was amended to read this.
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Helen Barnes — Letter of Appmntment -pg2

Mrs. Hilda Andrews, at the time, the longest serving
teacher, retired in 1976 and was replaced by Mrs. Helen
Barnes with  the
kindergarten in 1976. Two of her three children had been
through the kindergarten and her grandchildren went to
CPCK. Her daughter, Jane is now Administrative Assistant

at CPCK.

who commenced her employment

When Helen was employed her Letler of Appoiniment
advises her rate of pay $3.32 per hour.

Mrs. Audrey Truscoit went on indefinite unpaid leave in
1977 to join her husband in Broken Hill where he was
working, He was working with Telecom, and wished for
Audrey to join him. When they returned to Collaroy
Platean, Audrey never did return to work for the
kindergarten, but did drop off and pick up children many
times, so was still well known and is very well known
within the community today.

Olive Smith tendered her resignation to the Collaroy
Plaieau Progress Association on the 28" August 1982, her
devotion to the kindergarten and the children, that in her
stated, the well-being of the
kindergarten remains most dear to me, and I am more than

resignation letter she

willing to do all in my power, to foster the continuances of

this community enterprise

Advertisements were placed in the Manly Daily and the

Carolyn Evans letter of acceptance

Dear Miss Evans,

Following your application and interview, we are pleased to
offer you the position of Pirector at our Kindergarten from the
beginning of first term 1983,

Your salary and conditions of employment will be in
accordance with the award rales consistent with your
academic qualifications and experience. As meniioned during
the interview, the position is subject to a probation period of
one month —~ a condition which is a gencral practice for
professional appointments and provides a convenicnt recourse
for wither party in the unlikely event that the new association
does not work out satistactorily, )

Would you please advise us in wriling if you accept our offer,
We would also like to sight your relevant academic
qualifications.

Should you accept the position of Director, may we assure
vou of a warm welcome by the Kindergarten staff, the parents
and members of the Progress Association.

If you have any need for further information or réquirc
assistance with matters relaiing to the position, please do not

hesitate to call Olive Smith 982-6167 kindergarien; ......

We look forward to your reply and 1983,

Sydney Morning Herald for applicanls for the position of
Director. Over forty applications had been received and
Mrs. Smith, Mrs. Ward and Mr. Rempt had sorted a short
list of eight. Carolyn Evans commenced her first day on



Tuesday the 1™ February 1983. Mrs, Olive Smith offered
her assistance until Miss Evans and the new committee
were up and running comfortably.

The kindergarten constitution was amended in 1983, with
one major change being the employment of Kindergarten
staff was now the role of the Management Commitlee,
which was to report back to members of the kindergarten at
the end of each term. In addition, the Management
Committee reported back to the Progress Association on an
informal basis to keep the lines of communication open
between the two.

Plateau News  May 1983
PROGRESS
Last year saw some significant changes for the Collarey

Plateau Progress Association. The two most traumatic
changes were the retirement of Mrs. Olive Smith from the
position of Director of the Kindergarten, and the forced
adoption by the Kindergarten of a Constitution drafted by
the Department of Youth and Community Affairs. Due to
the efforts of Mrs. Smith and the outgoing Kindergarten
committee, the selection of a new Divector, and the ensuing
hand over period, were not as troublesome as was initially
Jfeared, As you all probably know by now, the new Divector
of the Kindergarten is Miss Carolyn Evans, and I am happy
to be able to say that the Kindergarten appears to be
functioning quite well with the new Director and
Commifiee,

In May 1983 the Kindergarten Committee reported to the
Progress Association, their delight with the work of the
Kindy’s new Director Carolyn Lvans.  Carolyn had
instigated a new innovative and exciting programme for the
children, This delight was expressed at the Term two
parents meeting, where mothers expressed their satisfaction
with the new programme, and the new equipment purchased
under Carolyn’s direction.
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Occasionally, fundraising has been given to registered
charities in the community, In August 1990, ithe Mother’s
Club decided to bestow an amount to a kindergarten in
Nyngan, who had been devastated by floods

After five years with CPCK Amanda Galvin was married
on the 3™ November 1990, and returned Amanda Ceister.
The Mothers club put on a surprise morning tea, so parents
had the chance to wish her well.

A computer system was introduced to the kindergarten in
1991. The aim was to centralise all the records and
eventually introduce it to the children of the kindergarten.
Today, the computer remains tucked away in the office.

In March 1991 the Dee Why Rotary Club nominated
Helen Clare for a “‘Pride of Workananship Award” for her
work as the Director of the Kindergarten.

Helen has worked with the Kindergarten for over 20
vears and has been the Director since 1985, Helen has
alwavs approached her work with enthusiasm, diligence
and enormous love and affection for the children in her
care. She is a great support to all the fomilies she comes
into contact with, especially in times of crisis and can
always be relied on to fossick out any children having
difficulty and try to help them.

Helen also actively supports the Mothers Club in fund
raising  and works closely with the Kindergarten
Management Committee  giving them support and
encouragement. Helen is a member of the Collaroy Plateau
Progress Association and a member of the Progress Hall
Management Committee. These are extra responsibilities
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thatr she underiakes to ensure the

interests of the Kindergarten are
best upheld.

Helen is well supported by her
teaching staff, all of who greatly
aclmire and respect her. She is a
leader who is also a friend to them
all, An enormous tribute in itself.
Helen’s  husband  John
children, Peter and Belinda, have
reason to he proud of their wife

and

and mother,

In 1994, afier 25 years of
service, Helen Clare resigned.
With her three children attending
the Kindergarten, and  her
grandchildren,  Helen  would
always have strong links with the § -
kindergarten. A Dinner Dance at | Goliing _iigi Y e
Cromer Golf Club was held in L
Helen’s honour.

The Mother’s Club, came inlo
existence in the 1970°s, when a
group of Mother’s decided lo raise
funds for the kindergarten. With a
greater fathers
interested in the behind the scenes
of the lkindergarien, the name
Mother’s Chub, was changed to
Parent’s Club in September 1994,

number  of
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was io be another change. In the mid 90’s, rather than
children coming to Kindergarten two days a week and being
able to pick the two days. Meaning they could come on a
Menday and a Thursday, the new procedure was to have a
two day class on Monday and Tuesday and a three day class
on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. A more logical
approach, as children going onto school the following year
are in this consecufive day routine. At the commencement
of 1996, the classes were given names. With thanks to
Felicity Barclay, the groups are now known as Possums and
‘Wombats,

School transition report, a joint initiative between CPCK
and Beacon Hill Community Kindergarten was designed in
the late 1990°s. This report is for the children leaving pre
school and moving on o primary school. It has become an
invaluable resource for primary schools, giving them an
idea of the children who can often be quite shy at the

1994 - Reproduced courtesy of the Manly Daily

commencement of the school year, their real personalities
not shining through until they have settled. Also giving
parents a little insight into their own children’s capabilities
and the way they play and interact with other children,

The back yard through the years has changed in many
designs and equipment. Equipment considered safe in the
1950°s may no longer be considered a safe piece of
equipment in 2004. Some may well remember the swings,
which were moved into the corner of the backyard, and
eventually removed, Many will remember the pyramid,
most of all Amanda Geister, who on many occasions, scaled
the pyramid, in order to rescue children stuck at the top.
The Pyramid was dismantled and removed in 1989 at a cost
of $70.00. Later in 1997, the forl was removed due to new
regulations.
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Not one, but two sad farewells
from the Kindergarten in 1999, with
the retirement of Sue Ferry, who had
been with the kindergarten for 24
vears and Robyn Summerville, who
was leaving after 16 years.

1999 - Reproduced courtesy
of the Manly Daily
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A competition was held amongst the children to create a
new logo for the kindergarten in the late 90’s. The original
logo was designed by parent Fui Tang. The winning
design, now heads all letters and is printed on hats, T-shirts

and library bags.

Logo designed by Fui Tang

March 28" 2000, at a Management Commitiee meeting,
Kathryn Anderson, explained the new law passed regarding
the hire of buses with seatbelts for out of cenire excursions.
Children however were allowed to be transported in staff
and parent cars to destinations. It was decided that
excursiong further than walking distance were not cost
effective and it was decided in house visits were more
preferable. Today these in house excursions are called
incursions, and with the growing trend of Kindergarten’s
preferring to hold the event in house, entertainers, can see
this need and now bring the show to the children.

Within the Management Committee a Social Committee
was trialed in 2000. Co-ordinated each term by a new
Committee member they were responsible with the help of
the Social Committee to organise fundraisers.

At the November 6™ 2000 Management Committee
meeting, it was decided that the social club fundraising
should be run on a class busis with each class responsible
for fundraising two evenis for one term each.

During  discussions, on
communication between parents and staff, it was decided to
trial a book, in order to encourage communicaiion between
parents and staff. In 2001 Children’s individual portfolios
were implemented. Each child is sent home with a
scrapbook, to decorate and place photos inside the cover.

ways to  encourage

Throughout the year, samples of their work are filed in their
portfolio along with photos of their time at kindy, Making
it a great way (o keep parents informed of their child’s
progress and a wonderful keepsake for the child. Much
input was gained from parents, and the pages were well
worn, from constant looking through by the children.

Kathryn Anderson was married on the 1¥ December 2001
and rteturned to work Kathryn Shaw. Her service was
attended by a number of the children and their parents,

The funds of close to $4,000.00 raised in 2001 were put
towards a new cubby house to replace the one falling down,
and was a great hit for the incoming children of 2002,

Staff have often attended in-service seminars, In-
services courses have included discussions on special needs
areas, First Aid refreshers, literacy in under 3s, conflict
resolution, Asthma in under 55, Autism, and development in
cognitive areas. These in-services are nmportant for the
teachers to keep up to date with new and improved methods
of teaching and the ways they can be implemented into

daily routines in the kindergarten.

Fire Drills are a part of many organisations, however with
children special care needs to be taken so not to frighten
them in the event of a real situation. Fire drills were named
the whistle game. The children enjoy the whistle blowing
game, a practical way of rehearsing the Kindy’s evacuation
procedure without upsetting anyone. Upon hearing the
whistle, which is located in the entry foyer, the children line
up with their class teachers and safely exit the kindy, The
assembly point is the grass area located at the intersection
of Hall Avenue and Veterans Parade. Sometimes we have
to interrupt craft, painting and stories or outside play, but
our Wombat and Possum children are always safely outside
within 2-3 minuies, and afier a roll call and a few little
songs able to resume activities pretty quickly.

Work Experience
Having hands on experience is always the best type of

training, in preparation for years after studying. Collaroy
Plateau. Community Kindergarten has been involved with
work experience students from as early as the late 60s.



Incursions 2004

In the [970s a Telecom employee would visit the
children to show them how to use a telephone, Today, as
toddlers, it is probably the first thing they know how to use.

There is always the visit from the Emergency Services,
the Ambulance, Police and the Fire Department. For some
children, it is all about the sirens, for others it shows, they
really are not scary people and they are in fact there to help
them, and for the most children it is also a lesson for their
own parents. As sponges, children can almost replay the
whole vigit to their own parents, in turn they alse leam a
thing or two.

The two day group received a visit from Kindi Farm. A
wonderful way to meet animals, they would not normally
see in the suburb environment. A hands on approach also
brings out the gentle side in children.

Bob Turner the Repiile Man brought along a few of his
treasures for the children to meet. Again they have the
opportunity to touch, most of the children fascinated at how

different a blue tongue lizard feels.

Mark Stewart Drumbeat brought along some wonderful
musical instruments for the children to listen to.

There were also visits from Miaow, the Storytellers Cat,
Dreamers in Space, and the Collaroy Plateau Kindergarten
Dancers. They performed for the children in their beautifirl
grass skirts, many of which were made by Jane Sym.

Chicks R Us once again came to kindergarten. Twelve
eggs were delivered to kindy, for the children lucky enough
to see them hatch and grow into little chickens before going
back to the farm. Of the twelve eggs, all twelve hatched
into a variety of coloured chickens, and perhaps a rooster or
two. This outcome will not be known for about six to nine
weeks after hatching. All the children had the chance to
nurse the chicks, and the occasional parent who arrived at
the right time. The children named the chickens; some
chose unique names such as Disabelle, Mixie, and
Gumboots, Chickens could be purchased for $10.00 each,

four of which were sold.

Christmas is a magical time of year. The children sing
Christmas songs, make decorations to adorn the Christmas
tree and, it just wouldn’t be Christmas without a visit from
Santa.

Debra Horton with Santa c. 1960s
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Fundraising

As with all non-profit organisations, fundraising is a
significant portion of its income and the kindergarten is no
exception. Not all fundraisers have been successful, but the
ones that do prove to be the biggest keep coming back year
after year, and bigger and better.

Parents of children attending the kindergarien had
approached Mrs. Smith, requesting the use of the hall in
order to raise funds for the kindergarten. Although not
formally constituted, a Mother’s Club was formed in the
early *70s.

Fundraising events held in the past and present are the
Annual Fete, this lasting many years, Bingo Night, Prawn
and Chicken night, Cake Stalls held at the Augusta
Shopping Centre, Chicken Champagne nights, Shopping
Tours, Bulb drives, Pizza Drives, Fashion nights, just to
name a few.

Plateau News advertisement

In a meeting of the Collaroy Plateau Progress
Association on the 6% December 1972, M.
Anderson..... Praised the Mothers' Club for theitr mighiy
effort in vaising the sum of $250.00 towards Kindergarten

equipment

And in the Plateau News of December 1972
...The Committee was very pleased to announce that the
Kindergarten Mother's Club had raised $250.00 in the past

five months with a number of varied functions and $170.00

of this money has already been spent on equipment for the
Kindergarten. Our thanks to our Mums for a remarkable

feat in such a short period of time. Efforts like this will help

the Kindergarten Committee to achieve its aim of providing

first-class facilities all that much sooner.....

Some of the most popular over the years include

Easter Hampers
Easter fundraisers varied from year to year, Some years

parents were asked to donated an egg to go in a hamper and
other years the Mother’s Club would buy the chocolate eggs
to make up the hamper.

Chocolate Drive
The Mother® Club of 1997 ordered forty boxes Kit-Kats and
forty boxes of Violet Crumbles, selling 69 boxes and
raising $1,525.60 to be put towards the kindergarten
playground.

Run-a-thon
Started in Plateau Park. People running in the City to Surf
would use it as a training run, but the event just got (oo big.
It then became a walk-a-thon.

Walk-a-thon
Commencing at the Kindergarten, the children accompanied
by an adult walked toward Aubreen Street, turning left. A
left turn into Acacia following to Veterans Parade, turning
left and back to the kindergarten, where the day ended with
a sausage sizzle, Children were sponsored for their walk
and were presented with a little certificate.

CONGRATULATION

L Thisk tecerify that

Casino night
= A favourile for

many years
In 1993, an
amount of play money was given
for the price of the ticket, to be
used for gambling with during
the first half of the evening. In

always a sell out.

the second hall donaled gifts
were auctioned with a limit of
one auction prize per family, and

the remainder of that families
donated to
whom ever they nominated. As not all were successful
A set
amount for a prize was nominated, bids would ge up by

monies could be

gamblers there was also a Iucky auction prize.

1,000 and when the set amount was reached, the standing
bidder collected their prize. There was also a Mystery
prize. Again an auction prize with a touch of mystery. For
example a Fabulous Boat Cruise for two would be the



tempier and the lucky bidder may come away with two
ferry tickets. Casino night was always a big fundraiser for
the kindergarten. In 1991 the Mother’s Club raised
$1,950.00. In 1995 the Mother’s Club raised $3,510.41
1997 raised $4,828.97

2 Unllaosy Plateau Conmielfy Kindy
7.30pms « 11,30pm
EATURDAY

24th June 1095

A1 Hait darnne, Collgray Pales

A cookbook was also compiled, with parents and staff
donating their favourite recipe.
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Bushdance
A wonderful way for the children to get to know their new

friends a little better and for parents to meet one another.
Our callers and musicians this year were Gary and Carole
Crees, well-known children’s entertainers.

Children dressed up as cowboys and cowgirls. With the
inclusion of the Hot cross bun drive and the Easter Egg
raffle the Kindergarien made $1,891.50 profit on the
evening, which everyone agrees was a most enjoyable
event,

Mothers Day Shop

Each child brings in a gift to go into the Mother’s Day shop.
They all painted beautiful wrapping paper and something
special, such as a little certificate was made for each mother
telling them what their child loved best about them. Fach
child returns to kindy on shop day with their $5.60 to make
a purchase of their choice for their Mum, The look and
excitement on a child’s face when they present their Mum
with the gift they chose themselves money could not buy.
We hope there were many happy Mothers on Sunday the g
of May. Total $385.05

Charity Fundraiser
The Kindergatten took part in raising money for the Cancer

Council by holding a Biggest Morning Tea. Families were
asked to supply & plate of food and to donate a gold coin.

Picture Plate
A preat keepsake for the children. A choice could be made

from a small plate, dinner plate, tray, mug, and clock.
Children spend time at kindy drawing their masterpiece,
which was then transferred to their Melamine choice. Total
raised $263.50

School Club
Suppliers of art materials and stationary for pre-schools and

schools. The kindy benefits with 20% worth of free art
materials when parents purchase products,

Fathers Day
As with Mothers Day shop, children bring in a gift and

choose a gift they would like to give their Dad. Again some
children made certificates to give their father, telling them
what they loved most about him, along with a bookmark.
$356.90 was raised for the Kindergarten.

Krispy Kreme Donuts
You've got to love Krispy Kreme Donuts. With a pre

ordered system most boxes were sold prior to the day with
only nine boxes for sale on the day. Money raised for the
kindergarten $445.00

Grandparent or Special Friend Day
A morning for the children, to invite that someone special

to Kindergarten, so they may see how their day is played
out. The children were able to show off their talents with a
short concert and to show their special someone some of
their artworks completed throughout the year. Purchasing a
piece of artwork for the cost of a gold coin, helped the
Kindergarten raise $235.80

Puzzle-a-thon
Children completed up to twenly puzzles, and were

sponsored by members of their family. A popular event
each year with the children and this year the children raised
$632.00 for the efforts.
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Management Committee

Collaroy Plateau Community Kindergarten is a community
based non-profit organisation. Its income is derived from
and fundraising within the

fee payments, subsidies

kindergarten,
A Management Committee was formed when the
Kindergarten became a Community Kindergarten in 1970.

"The Committee consisted of members of the Collaroy

Plateau Progress Association and later the Constitution was
amended to allow parents of children attending the
kindergarten to be on the commitiee.

The committee must have a minimum of eight parents at
each meeting to form a quorum. The committee is made up
of a the Direcior, a staff representative, President, Vice
President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Committee members.
All elected onto the Management Cominittee must have
children attending the kindergarten in that same year.

Meetings are held once a month, and decisions are of a

legal, financial, employment, policy and social nature.

B:- Kim, Carolin, Jane, Kym, Leigh, Michelle,
Tracey,
F:- Natalie, Anne Maree, Angela

Absent:- Anthony, Melissa, Sharyn, Rebecca

The Committee of 2004 is

President Kym Trevena

Vice President  Michelle Taylor

Treasurer Anthony Brown

Secretary Tracey Logan

Members Melissa Booker, Leigh Copping, Kim

Donkers, Sharyn Donlan, Carolin Ferris,
Rebecca Frith, Natalie Inglis, Anne

Maree Loader, Jane Page, Angela

Woodcock

Class Parent

The role of *Class Parent” was introduced at the 6 March
2002 Management Commiitee Meeting, to promote parent
involvement in the kindergarten and to help make sure no
children of families miss out on the extra activities that are
organised at the kinderparten.

Each class has a term in which they organise a social and a
fundraising event. Class parents also assist with additional
events occasionally held at the kindergarten.

Here is a note to my dear Mum
To let you know our day has come

This Plate 1'm bringing home to you
To show us all what you can do

Biscuits, Cakes, Pies, and slices
All to go at our good prices

So let’s get cooking (I'1l help too)
And lets just see what we can do

A good idea is to cover this plate
With an oven bag ‘cause then it’ll look great
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Hot Cross Bun Drive
Ashley Parker
8 April 2004

(essential for Easter)
_ Daniel

This year CPCK joined Brumby’s Bakery to supply our
families with Hot Cross Buns for Easter.
choose from Traditional (fruit and spices) or Choc Cross
Buns (filled with Cadbury chocolate chips) which were
baked & delivered daily as ordered. We raised §115.00 to
spend on equipment for the kindergarten.

Families could

Special Friend and Grandparents Day
Pat Sheekey Ty
17 August 2004

I am the grandmother of Ty Haich. [ was very honoured
to be invited to Grandparents Day at the kindy. It was great
io see how much the children have achieved with all the
great artwork and craft that they have done over the year.
The grandparents, who purchased their child’s artwork, may
have a masterpiece in years o come. The staff have a preat
connection with the children, it was very obvious how
much they are loved.

Fathers Day Stall
Dave Woollett
31 August 2004

Samantha

The five days between Samantha choosing her present
and Father’s Day was an eternity for her. Every day she
wanted to tell me what was hidden in her room. The proud
look on her face, as she woke me on Sunday morning was
better than any present she could give me.

Chicks R Us
Megan Glover
13 September 2004

Luke

On the 13" of September, we had a special treat at kindy.
Chicks R Us set up their incubator and the children and
parents watched in awe as tiny chickens pecked their way
out of their shells. 1t was cerlainly a great learning
experience and there is something very special about being

able to hold a tiny new life in your litlle hands,

My Mum comes to Kindy
Daniel Parker

Mummy was taking me to kindy today and
I showed Mum how to thread coloured

Hooray!
staying to play.
macaroni onto string to make a necklace - she wore it for
the rest of the day. Then we used cookie cutiers to make
special shapes with playdough. My Mum had to roll the
playdough out for all the kids - she was very good at thal,
Then we decorated the shapes with glitter, but we couldn’t
eat them. After morning tea, Liz made an obstacle course
in the classtoom. We took it in turns lo hop onto the
shapes, walk along a beam and crawl through a tunnel.
When my Mum had a turn, she got stuck in the tunnel - we
all had to help pull her out! Then it was time to say
goodbye to Mum and time for me to play with my friends.
I would like my Mum to come play again some day at

kindy.

Dad, we are going te Kindy
Andrew Logan Damien
Instead of heading off to work and waving goodbye,
Damien and 1 went to kindy. We arrived and the room was
all set up for the day and I promptly put all the food and
drinks in the wrong areas and was shown the right places
for all the goodies. The morning started with making
coloured flags for Sports Day with glue and paint and some
playtime with the blocks and cars. It was not easy being the
worker for ten kindy foreman at once!!!
We then spent some time with books and a special puzzle
from the cupboard. Today’s main event was chicken time
and Amanda and I carefully carried little baby chicks into
the room with all the kids in a big circle. All the children
had a turn patling and holding the little fluffy chicks and we
named them all. We had some little creative minds with
gome names and everyone loved the friendly little chicks. Ikt
was great to meet all Damien’s friends and have moming
iea on the mat in those litile chairs. Thank you to Liz and
Amanda who made me feel most welcome and for the

coffee for my morning tea.
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Kindi Farm
Rebecca Frith
30™ March 2004

Lachlan

One of the first events of the year for the Monday and
The
weather was perfect and the kids were extremely excited

Tuesday groups was the arrival of Kindi Farm.

about the arrival of the animals. All of the animals were set
up in a pen down in the back yard. There were goats, sheep
{one with a very bad haircut), a calf pigs and ducks
wandering about, ‘

The kids were asked to sit on the mat provided and listen
to the Farmer talk about the special farm animals. There
were some really terrific questions and the kids watched in
amazement as the Farmer showed them all sorts of
wonderful things like cracking a whip and how to sheer a
sheep (hence the really bad haircut!).

The hands on experience was magical to watch. Each
child was given the chance to cuddle a baby chicken and a
rabbit. Meanwhile a very friendly duck wandered around
checking out the playground. The highlight for most of the
kids was to touch the animals and feed them. Everyone had
a chance to bottle feed the calf as well as feed the pen
animals with delicious pellets.

The morning was a huge success and -even the Teachers
had a cuddle or two of a cute fuzzy farm animal.

Mother’s Day Stall
Rehecca Frith Lachlan
4™ May 2004

Even now, I still get & huge smile on my face when I
think about the day that the kids bought a Mothers Day
present for their Mummy. There is nothing more adorable
than a little person coming to a stall and searching for the
donated all
presents (in fact some parents received the very same gift
back!). Each bought $5 in a liftle purse or wallet. In small
groups they came to the stall and bought a special gift for

ideal present for their Mummy. Parenis

Mummy. Some little ones took considerable time to find
the ideal present. The wrapping paper was personalised and
each gift wrapped up with loving care. The idea was to take
the gift home and hide it from Mummy without saying
“Guess what Mum? 1 bought you a lovely green candle
today.” But personally my favourite gift [ received was the
hand painted glass candle and “Best Mum” oertificate,
Something I will always treasure forever.

Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea
Samantha Johnston
29™ June 2004

Georgina

When asked to volunteer to write something about the
kindy’s Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea, I really had to try
hard to remember that far back....... It was sometime in
garly June I think, I do remember that there was a lovely
array of food, particularly a lot of cakes, chocolates slices,
chockie cookies. (1 also remember Lauren and Georgina
honed in on the food like a couple of flies). Breast Cancer
research is vital and Ausiralia’s Biggest Moming Tea
promotes awareness and much needed fund raising. The
morning tea also was a wonderful way to get together with
some other mothers and families to just chat and catch up.

Grandparent / Special Friend Day
Rebecca Frith Lachlan
17" August 2004

“Grandma is coming to my Kindy today”. 1 must have
heard that at least 20 times that morning. Lochie was so
excited that his very own Grandma was coming to see his
classroom!

He had already prepared his work of art (that Grandma
snapped up!) and practised some fantastic songs. We spent
a lovely morning showing Grandma around - this is where 1
put my bag, these are my friends, and this is where 1 do a
wee! The highlight of the morning was the fantastic songs
that the kids sang together. Complete with actions, they
performed 3 songs. Being the sook that I am, it was hard
not to get a little tear in the eye watching the adorable 4 and
5 year olds singing to their special grandparents or family
friends. And what a better way to top off such a wonderful
morning with a lovely cuppa and cake!

Puzzle-a-thon
Rebecca Frith Lachlan
14" September 2004

All T can say is “thank goodness we put a cap on the tolal
amount of puzzles to be completed” The kids were puzzle
mad. From the moment that I stepped foot into the Wombat
Monday/Tuesday group - it was on! Each child sat down
and iried to complete as many puzzles as possible. Most of
the puzzles were pretty tricky, but there were some that
even | was having trouble with. This didn’t stop the
Wombats! Off they went on their quest to put together as
many as possible and raise funds for the Kindy. The
children had already organised for friends and family to



sponsor them per puzzle completed. This was exciting on
its own as it gave the kids a little task (like homework 1
guess) out of Kindy. My little boy collected his money

with much pride after the event.

I was quite taken with just how talented these kids were
with their hand - eye coordination.
accurate but very fast too. Great job kids!

They were not only

Sports Day
Angela Woodcock Lauren

21" September 2004

The children marched out in their team colours; I was
supporting the pink team. Some children were proud as
punch, and there were a few who were a little shy.

The pink team was made up of Miah Argent, Ella
Saurine, Chiara Tisano, Lauren Woodcock and Sarah
Wright.

They walked the balance beam, with their beanie turtle
on their head, each girl making this twice through. One of
the teams threw everyone out and the girls had to skip the
hopping course. They all pointed this out in the end that
they hadn’t done that course. Up to Cecilia with the egg
and spoon walk, the occasional plastic egg falling off its
plastic spoon and cracking {0 reveal a beanbag egg. The
girls walked tall with their follow the line wheelie thing.
Then down io the long jurnp, where each girl tried to
jumped further with each turn, using their entire body to
reach their mark, then over to Nancy, where they filled their
litile buckets to tip into the larger bucket, before Jan rang
the bell. The girls, so eager, Nancy had them empty the
bucket as well and they waited patiently in line to move on
to the next course. With Amanda, they each hopped
through the multitude of coloured shapes big and simall, and
then to Julia, who they had started with, but due to the
skipped course, they happily climbed the obstacles again.

Bach of the participants were presented with a certificate
and a medal after the circuit, Lauren’s medal well worn
now. (Georgina Johnston, proudly telling me she was going
to wear her medal “forever and ever”.

Families were invited to stay for a picnic lunch and the
children played with their friends before heading home for
the school holidays. A really wonderful day, many children
proud of their achievemenis and plenty of proud parents
cheering with support.

Miah, Lauren, Sarah, Chiara, Ella

CPCK Shopping night
Samantha Johnston Georgina
24 October 2004

Macramé pot hangers, fluorescent shorts, Demtel - this
was not!!!l The kindy Christmas shopping night was a
plethora of credit card delights. Move over Kylie because
at the door was Julie with a rack of beautiful underwear for
sale - one particular bra, filled with mineral salts, wiil
transform you from Twiggy to Pamela Anderson (I must

order that bra).

Then there was Angela selling Christmas cards - $1.00
cach or a 5 pack for $5.00 (A real bargain any way you
looked at it). There wag fabulous jewellery, clothing,
photography, Christmas decorations, handbags - even glow
in the dark balls!!!

There seemed to be lots of purchasing poing on and to
keep up the energy levels, there was plenty of yummy food
and champagne. (Thank you to all those who provided

food).

Best bargain of the night was the miniature wind up
“swimmer” bath toy at $2.50 and the most expensive item
(don’t quote me) was probably the fake Louis Vitton
handbag (even fakes are too expensive for me)

Best laugh of the night was a woman 1 spotted leaning
over a bowi of dip who ended up with at least half the dip
attached 1o her underarm! (You had to be there). Best buy
was Melissa’s mother of pearl necklace - it looked fabulous
on her.

Best news of the night was when the woman in front of
me didn’t buy any raffie tickets and I ended up winning a
pair of great sunnies and earrings with my raffle tickets!

A great night had by all. Thank you to the organisors and
all the contributors.
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Off to Kindy for the morning
Angela Woodcock Lauren

We dropped the boys at daycare and into kindy we went. 1t
seemed so busy this particular day, Julia was off sick,
Nancy was loosing her voice but Sarah and Cecilia were
there to help.

With a donation of lemons from Nina and Tara, lemonade
was on the cards, and we set about juicing them. They sure
did smell good. Nancy had her secret recipe etched in her
brain brought all the way from the States.

I had picked the day after the Drum beat visit and there
were plenty of drums just calling out for a beat. Sarah
seemed to be having a ball, and she was joined by most of
the boys. You could see the challenge in their faces ‘I can
beat the drum louder’. Was | glad when they were packed
away. Me personally, I preferred the shakers. Lauren
looked for the biggest drum,

The children set about making their own drums and
shakers; a much loved new addition to the musical
equipment at home.

We played with some shapes. We picked up a variety of
shapes big, small, fat, thin with a pair of tweezers and
placed them in the squares. We played puzzles then the
blocks.

And then Nancy rang the bell. T've got to get a bell. The
children froze, Nancy asking them to turn up their listening
gars... I've tried this and it works ... Thanks Nancy!

The children were asked to pack up the equipment, which
they all seemed to do without much fuss. Wish it were this
easy at home.

We all sat together and learnt a new song. A slight tongue
twister, I still can not remember the name of it. Nancy
constantly interrupted by a child, who had something to say.

" Bul we made it to the end of the song,

Time for morning tea. The children lined up boys on one
side, girls on the other side. Nancy listing the children
away, Tara promptly cotrecting her poiniing out, ‘Nina is
not away she is sick’. Thad to chuckie.

I stayed for morning tea, and then sadly had to return to the
adult world of bookwork. I couldn’t believe how quickly
the time flew. It was lovely to see how Lauren spends her
day at kindy and the friends she has made during her year
there.

1 had to leave before the lemonade was served, but Lauren

tells me it was yuminy.,



pRHUDAY

ﬁw&m
pi3 198§




44




Police, Ambulance and Fire Department visits
Narelle Beard Jason

1 remember al the beginning
of the year, when my son Jason
had just started he was like a
big sponge. He would absorb
all the new information he
could and would come home

so excited to tell us all about it.

After the Fire department
visits he kept telling us “when
you are on fire, get down and
roll”. Afier the Police visit he
informed us that they had a
“cockatoo” on their car (the
emblem) and a gun to shoot the
But I think the
was  his

bad people.
Ambulance
favourite and he had lots of detailed information to tell us
about your heart goes faster and faster, the neck brace, and
the machine that started your heart.

visit

Tt was a great experience for the children to see how the

Police, Ambulance and Fire Departments help the
community and them. Thank You.
Miaow, the Storytellers Cat
Sharon Van Der Zwaag Kye

26 May 2004

I was lucky enough to join the possums in enjoying one
of the best children’s shows I have seen. The Miaow, the
Storytellers Cat starled with a great big white fluffy talking
cat and some very calming Asian music. From the first
word fo the last the kids and adults were mesmerized and
followed every word for over one hour. The sets, costumes
and stories bought so many smiles and lots of very witty
questions from their very young, but attentive andience. All
in all a very fun way to listen and learn and learn to listen.

Grandparents and Special Friends Day
Natalie Inglis Samantha
20" August 2004
The day provides a great opportunity for the
Grandparents and/or special friends to visil and see what
goes on at the Kindergarten. On the day, they have the
chance to play and interact with children through activities

such as puzzies and drawings. The Grandparents and/or

special [riend are invited to look at the child’s portfolio -
which is some of the crafts, drawings, paintings, and photos
that the child has completed throughout the year. The
children also do a short concert of songs dances they have
learnt for their visitors, The Grandparents and/or special
friend can purchase a painting of the child’s artwork, with
all money that is raised on the day going towards buying
equipment for the kindergarten. After the concert it is time
for a picnic, which gives everyone a chance to mingle and
meet the children’s friends.

Fathers Day Stall
Jenny Thomson
(3 September 2004

Claire

This year our Father’s Day stall was a great success. All
the Possums and Wombats brought in a present and on
Friday 3" of September we set them up on the verandah for
sale. Two at a time the children appeared with their wallets
jangling with coins or carrying a fresh $5.00 note to
purchase a “surprise” for their Dad!
1t was interesting to watch their faces as they put a lot of
efforl into what they thought their dad would like... the
chocolates went fast!!! Presents ranged from garden gloves
to digital clocks, but the main thing was all the children
went away excited to give their dad a special purchase on
the BIG DAY from the kindy shop!!!

Chicks R Us
Ivana Papalia
13 September 2004

James

James enjoyed the experience of watching the chicks
hatch from their eggs and naming one of them “Tonka”
with Tom his friend.



46

Puzzle-a-thon
Narelle Beard Jason
17 September 2004

The excitement was
overwhelming for the
children. They couldn’t
wail to start. The
anticipation of reaching
20 points and receiving a
certificate was delightful
to waich. They were all
eager {o select a puzzle,
complete it, record their

points and start again.
The energy was a buzz to watch.

Sports Day
Jane Page Miranda
24 September 2004

On the last day of term 3, the possums and Wombats
assembled for their own moment of Olympic glory, the
CPCK Sports Day.

The children were split inte groups of five and allocated a
colour, which was to be worn on the day.

Their different activily stations arranged around the
kindy garden, including long jump, shooting goals, sack
throwing, fishing, obstacle course and more.

Many parents, grandparents, siblings and special friends
attended to show their support for our bussing “Olympians”
with cheering and clapping echoing around the Plateau!

The event concluded with a medal presentation and
certificate of participation for each child, followed by a
picnic lunch in the garden. A great way to starl the
holidays!
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Bushdance
Leigh Copping
2 April 2004

Emma

The annual “Bushdance” held at the end of 1% term, is a
wonderful social event for the whole family. It is a great
opportunity for the children to socialise with their new
friends outside of their daily kindergarten routine whilst
allowing the parents and other family members to meet and
get to know one another over a few drinks and BBQ.

The theme is set with appropriate decorations and everyone
is encouraged to dress up in their finest cowboy / cowgirl
outfits with jeans, hats, chaps, belts and bools a plenty. A
fantastic live band calls and leads the “do-se-dos” and gets
the boots scooting.

Mothers Day stall
Melissa Booker Michael

7 May 2004

Mother’s Day is a time for celebration with breakfast in
scribbled over the

3.0

bed, family gatherings and “I love you’s
card, To help make that day a little more special and
personzal, the Mothers day stall has become a yearly event
and one that children and mums alike look forward to.

All the parents send in a gift either purchased or something
special from home they think would make an ideal present
for another mum. The stall is set up like a shop where all
the children take turns purchasing an itern they know mum
would love for only $5.00, money well spent.

In addition to this the children make their own personalised
card and a bookmark which is laminated with photos of
their child on the cover. This makes a great but simple gift
that is cherished and enjoyed by all the mums at the
Collaroy kindy.

Picture Plates
Brianna Patterson

Doing the picture plates this year was preat because I got to
do my favourite thing - drawing. T liked doing it so much
that 1 drew different pictures. I'll keep one and give the
others to Mummy, Nan and Nana for Christmas. The bright
colours we used were great for doing a rainbow.

Gréndparent and Special Friends
Jack Layton
20 August 2004

1 really liked Grandparent’s Day this year. Grandma,
Grandpa, Grandma Mary, Aunty Em and Mum all came to
see me. They got to meet my best friends Michael and Tal.
Aunty Em took a photo of me and
Michael having a cuddle!

We sang lots of songs for fthe
grown-ups. My favourite song is
Mr Clickey Clanes. In the end we
sing ‘a belly flop in 8 pizza® and
then we all laugh. My baby sister
danced in all the songs.

We did lots of paintings for the grown ups to buy and my
family bought all mine. At the end, we had a special
morning tea for the grown ups and I had a Tim Tam and

cake.
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Directors of days gone by

Carolyn Davis 1983 - 2001

Director Term 1 1983 - Term 3 1985
Teacher 1987 - 2001

1 was appointed Director in November 1982 by the Collaroy
Plateau Progress Association who al this time owned the
sile where the Kindergarten is situated. The Progress
Association adopted a new Constitution drafted by the
Department of Youth and Community Affairs. CPCK was
now run by a Parents Committee, and ably supported by a
Mother’s Comumittee who were mainly responsible for
fundraising.

Fundraising events were always well attended and were
great fun. These included: - a Walkathon, Casino night and
Fetes

During my years as Director, I worked with five wonderful
teachers Dot Ball, Helen Clare, Sue Ferry, Eunice
MacMahon and Robyn Summerville. These staff members
remained at the Kindergarten for many years. In term 3, I
left on maternity leave and my daughter; Camilla was born
in December 1985, My son James followed in October
1989,

Many changes occurred during my three years as Director,
the most significant being the office built by the Apex Club.
The outdoor areza was cleared and replaced with new
equipment, including a fort and a new and bigger sandpit.
Many changes to the indoor equipment new beds, new
educational equipment and tables and chairs.

I enjoyed many happy years teaching at CPCK. I was very
privileged to work alongside a competent, professional,
hardworking and supportive team of staff and parents,

Helen Clare 1969 - 1994
" Teacher 1969 - 1985
Director 1985 - 1994

My association in CPCK started in 1963 when my eldest
davghter Sally attended the centre, followed by Belinda in
1966 and Peter in 1968.

Olive Smith was Director at the time and she and her
husband John were due to spend 1969 in the USA for John
to participate with N.A.S.A in the landing of the moon and

Olive asked me to replace her for that year. Following that
I worked part-time. o

The centre was very different in those days!

Outdoor toilets - great fun on a wet day!

No telephone - the neighbours were very co-operative.
Stretchers - stacked on a small triangular stage in the south
west corner of the hall

Equipment cupboards - locked together each night.

In £971 the centre became a Community cenire in receipt of
Government subsidies and endless regulations from DOCS

During 1973 the centre was renovated with additions of a
kitchen, indoor bathroom, foyer, storerooms and a folding
door to divide the hall, The centre moved to a church hall
in Stella Street during this time and held morning and
afiernoon groups. Later, there was the further addition of
an office.

When Olive Smith retired in 1982, Carolyn Davis was
appointed Director, When Carolyn decided to relinquish
her position as Director for two days a week, I became
Director in 1984, until 1994 when I retired. During this
time my three grandchildren attended the centre.

I worked with many wonderful people during my years at
the cenire. All the staff were so supportive of each other,
enthusiastic about their work and loyal to the centre and its
place in the community. There were many highs and lows
during these 25 years, but overall is a feeling of how
fortunate 1 was to work with such great people in a
delightful job.

Felicity Barclay 1995 - 1998
Director Janvary 19935 — October 1998

I commenced as Director of CPCK in term one 1995. I had
been working on the mid north coast of NSW as the
Director of a private Long Day Care Centre and was keen to
return to family and friends in Sydney. I was thrilled to be
offered the position at CPCK as | had begun my teaching
career in a community based preschool some years earlier
and welcomed the opportunity to return to the community
sector and to working with 3-5 year old children.

One of my earliest and fondest memories of CPCK is that
of Vivienne Price. Vivienne was the President of the
committee at the time and was part of the interview panel.
Vivienne was warm, welcoming, and professional and rang

me several times after I was appointed to the position just to



“touch base”. On one of my visits to Sydney prior to
commencement, she took me for a drive around the beaches
— playing “tour guide”. These small moments have stayed
with me, as I believe that ones initial introduction to an
organisation — ie. “first impressions” go a long way in
helping people settle in. Vivienne remained as President for
some years after her last child finished at the preschool.
Vivienne said she wanted to “give back™ to the community.
She certainly achieved this objective. She was a greal role
model for me and I remain grateful for her professional and
personal support during my time as Director. Thanks

Vivienne!

Other memories in no particular order

The introduction of “Possums” and “Wombats”. This was a
concept T brought with me from the North Coast and it’s
lovely to know that there have been many more Possums
and Wombats since then completing their time at CPCK.

The introduction of the 2 day and 3 day programme (I think
in 1996) —a pretty big change and not without some
challenges! We also shifted to having children call staff by
their first names.

Fun memories of singing songs with Liz Whittaker in group
time — we were each convinced that our own words and
tunes were the “right version” and would sing them over the
top of each other! Liz and I would also make up our own
songs on the spot to suit the occasion — Jots of laughs! ...
Lugging equipment down the hill in the playground ....
Games of Duck Duck Goose in the afternoons with the
Wombat children under the olive tree, which grew out the
front.

Some really dedicated families working behind the scenes
on the Management Committee — Treasurer Phil Reeves
who did a great job during my time at CPCK. Parents who
organised some innovative fund raisers — the annual walk-a-
thon was such a lovely concept. Parents and kids walking
together — (what a concept!) it’s the simple things that are
often the best. Casino nights as a fundraiser which ended
up a bit wild and woolly on occasion!

Yen Yeo in the office — my left and right hand at the time —
methodical and conscientious — did a tremendous job of
streamkining office systems,

T worked alongside Sue Ferry and the Liz Whitiaker in the
Wombat room — initially working four days face to face
teaching, and eventually three days.

Memories of working with Sue on the “Hall Management
Committee™ ensuring that no one else booked the preschool

for use outside of preschool hours! Memories of ballet
classes in the hall on Monday afternoons, pushing all the
fumniture to the side ... Sue was the only one who knew
how to shut the concertina door!

Work on the playground was begun during my time as
Director. The forl disappeared and my mother Barbara
planted the “living cubby house” using a Buxus hedge.
Some further planting was begun and the playground began
its transformation during a working bee on the day of Lady

Di’s death (the things you remember!).

The concreting of a dirt floor in the outside shed thanks to
team from the Council who needed “something to do” on a
rainy day! A constant struggle to obtain an oulside toilet!
(Great to see there’s one in place now!) Kitchen
renovations, new colour scheme, new curtains a great lift
for all of us!

51

Memories of excursions to the Coastal Environment Centre -

at Narrabeen, and a walk to the local Chinese restaurant for
an end of year meal ... usually in the blazing hot sun!

The beginning of what was then a “focus child” approach to
programming, discussions about the influence of Reggio
Emilia on Early Childhood Education, discussion about the
then new “emergent” approach to planning experiences for
children, Staff meetings al people’s homes, A focus on
providing an excellent inclusive programme for children
with additional needs. 1 believe this has been a long-
standing tradition at CPCK (before my time) and one,

which has continued to this day,

Excellent professional relationships of Directors from other
preschools.  Of course some very fond memories of
Wombat and Possum children over the almost four years I
was at the preschool. ... I do hope I don’t miss anyone
when I mention the wonderful staff with whom I worked —
Sue, Robyn, Amanda, Kate, Janet, Liz, Carolyn, Donna,
Julia, Libby, Jenny (who once wore one black shoe and one
navy shoe to work and was mortified!!) and Yen Yeo. I’d
love to hear from any former staff, children, parents, today

—1 can now be found at Gordon Preschool Centre,

Repards and best wishes to all those asgociated with a
terrific preschool.

Post Seript....I think of CPCK often as I leave my houge each
morning, A little stone wombat given to me by one of the families
(Annabel and Gillian 1 think) sits in my garden near my front door.
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Roby Summervill, Jenny Condon,
Felicity Barclay, Carolyn Davis, Julia Hargrave

Bev McAlister, Olive Smith, John Smith as Santa,
Topsy Harris, Meg Austin
Circa 1960

Michelle Heiser

Dot Balil, Sue Ferry, Bente Peterson
Eunice MaciVlahon, Helen Clare

——— . Amanda Geister, Robyn Summerville,
Helen Clare, Sue Ferry, Carolyn Davis Sue Ferry, Helen Clare,

Amanda Galvin, Robyn Summerville Wendy Thornton, Carolyn Davis

Sue Ferry, Dot Ball, Robyn Summerville,

Hel Carol i e
clen Clare, Carolyn Evans Libby Ciok, Kate Hannon, Liz Whittaker,

Julia Hargrave, Felicity Barclay, Carolyn Davig



1976
Teachers: Helen Barnes, Helen Clare

Top Row L-R: L. Koopman, T. Dorans, ,......., ..oeoviy
3 Row L-R: K. ..oy ovvivry CONObEL vy v
2" Row L-R: N. ......., R Pye, V. Arkel,

1" Row L-R: M. ........., ........, ].Best, N. McVicar,
M. Barnes, A, Keast, ........, M. Travers
Front Row L-R: ........, D. Douglas, G.Mc¢Cann,

Prrrasay

1977

Teachers: Helen Barnes, Sue Ferry

Top Row L-R: A. Summers, M Richards,
L Ewers, G. Harris, R, Lewis, M. Shaw, A, Smith
2™ Row L-R: M. Slavin, F. Ewens, D. Laforest,
I. Entwhistle, P. Minette, B. Magic
I. Nicholson, M. Nixon, S.Hart, T.Parker,
L. Brandiner, 8.Jesson, K.Gowan

1" Row L-R:

1976
Teachers: Sue Ferry, Helen Barnes

Top Row L-R: ......., C. Windhorst, V. .......,

3MRow L-R: ooy oo

N, Fibbins
2""Row L-R: ......., ......., A. Smith, R Pye, .......,
B....... ., E.Drury
Front Row L-R: ......., ......0o, oo , L. Malone, .....

1977

Teachers: FHelen Clare, Olive Smith

53




1977
Teachers: Dorothy Ball, Helen Barnes

Top Row L-R: D. Frazer, L. Nixon, J. Harrison, M. Williams,
S. Harnott, M. Thelander, T. Shepherd,
I. Arcus, T, Wrigley
2" Row L-R: K. Bowman, T. Rudd, I, Arkel,
C. Hodgson, A.Smith, T. Josephs, L. Iverack,
S. Merideth
1* Row L-R: S. Brady, B.Dawes, R. Nelson, D. McKerrel,

1. Pluckett, K. Marsden, J. Van Buren

1977

Teachers: Dorothy Ball, Olive Smith

1979 Group 2
Teachers: Helen Barnes, Helen Clare

TopRowL-R: D. ......., L. ........ AL s
S. Saville,
2 Row LeR: S L0a10, ovvvivs i ceeeeien
1 Row L-R: B. Alderton, R. Ash, K. Checkley,
I. Simpson, ........, S.Bone
Front Row L-R: 8. Hughes, S. Harold, B. Day, ..
T, Butcher, A. Cornthwaite ’

1979 Group 3

Teachers: Dorothy Ball, Funice MacMahon

Cewpi
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1979  Group 5
Teachers: Sue Ferry, Helen Barnes
Top Row L-R: G. ......., T. Shepherd, .......,

S, Hart, S. Wrigley,D. ........
2" Row L-R: P. Gallagher, T. Butcher, ........,

M. Summers, L. ....... , C. Smith
Front Row L-R: C, Turner, A........., ........, G. Galiagher,
K. Arkel

1980 Group 1

Teachers: Dorothy Ball, Funice McMahon

Top Row L-R; J. Ling, L. Taylor, 5. Moorhouse,
N. Laughton, R. Huntley, K, Argent, R. Berry
2™ Row L-R: A.Evans, M. Symonds, C. Miles,
B. May, S. Wrigley, G. Clatk
1" Row L-R: A. Cunningham, A, Matheson, T. Bell,
L. McKinnon, C. Ford, 1. Morris

1979 Group 4

Teachers: Sue Ferry, Helen Clare

Townk aaRETEN
Ty
cup

1979 Group 6

Teachers: Dorothy Ball, Ofive Smith
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1980 Group 2

Teachers: Sue Ferry, Helen Clare

1980 Group 1

Teachers: Dorothy Ball, Olive Smith

Top Row L-R:
2 ROWLAR: ooty ooy e ) e s errerin

Gallagher, . Gallagher, ........, .......,
1" Row L-R: G, Clark, ........, S. Wrigley,

1982

Teachers: Funice MacMahon, Helen Clare

1980 Group 2

Teachers: Helen Barnes, Helen Clare




1985 Class 1

Teachers: Amanda Galvin, Carolyn Davis

Teachers:

1985

Dorethy Ball, Robyn Swnmcrville

1983

Teachers: Helen Clare, Sue Ferry

1985

Teachers: Dorothy Ball, Carolyn Davis
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s

1986

Teachers: Amanda Galvin, Helen Clare

"Top Row L-R: C. Bennett, M. Morgan, C. Hurnell, 5. Gray,
N. Berton, S, Maori,
G. Butcher, B, Ingleby, G. Griffin
2" Row L-R: M. Tazalaar, M. Healey, G. Hooker, J. Stern,
B. Morgan,
1* Row L-R: L. Grey, D. Gray, K. Jobe, J. Randall, D, Cirello,
I. Giggittiot, A. Larsen

1986

Teachers: Robyn Summerville, Amanda Galvin

1985

Teachers: Helen Clare, Sue Ferry

1986

Teachers: Amanda Galvin, Helen Clare

Top Row L-R: M. Napier, B. Stapp, T. Kemp, 1. Wharton,
G. Griffin, J, Randall,
K. Jobe, D. Grey, M. Morely, S, Gray, L. Gray
2" Row L-R: A. Buchann, H, Lythan, A.Tobin, P. Dilger,
K. Garrod, V. Ienco,
K. Tucket, P. Geonydyke, J. Greco, M., Healoy
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1987 Group 3

Teachers: Sue Ferry, Helen Clare

1987
Teachers: Amanda Galvin, Helen Clare

Top Row L-R: M. Gamble, K. Barnes, M. Haymar, B. Mayne,
G. Buchan, C. Bennett, P. Marles, D. Gildin
2" Row L-R: I Graham, D.Fox, D, Fuller, M. Timsoveski,
N. Jobe, C.Hunter, M. Ludeke
17 Row L-R: M. Carter, M. Allen, M, O’Carroll, B. Richards,
J. Motris, N. Titmarsh, A. Larson

1987

Teachers: Jenny Wright, Helen Clare,
Amanda Galvin

Top Row L-R: M. Byrnes, S. Perri, M. Gamble, G. Lewis,
A, Sharp Paul, J, Price, A, Cassidy, N, Jobe
2" Row L-R: C. Bogan, M. Carter, J. Wilkinson, M, O'Carroll,
A. L. de Bressac, R. Langlein
1" Row L-R: C, Riddell, B. Danielli, M. Wright, P. Marles,
B. Anderson, B. Longley

1988 Group 2

Teachers: Amanda Galvin, Helen Clare

Top Row L-R: A, Warner, J. Groenendyke, J. Fairhall-Lee,
N. Arnott, L. Hughes, K. Gittoes
2" Row L-R: L. Downey, R. Fairhall-Lee, B. Whittaker,
I. Price, T. Olovenshaw, L. Van Wensveen, K. Cannons
1¥Row L-R: A. Hubbard, B. Whittaker, J. Waugh, I. Gilmour,
: I. Kemp, S. Mertz
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1988 Group 4

Teachers: Amanda Galvin, Helen Clare

Top Row L-R: A, Zaccone, K. Montgomery,
A. Warner, R. Nippita, J. Hudson, A. McCarthy,
I. Morris,
2" Row L-R: L. Palamara, A. Cirillo, B. Whittaker, A. Harris,
R. Mabley, L. Fisher, 8. Thomas, J. Hughes
1 Row L-R: ], Kemp, M. Osbourne, D. Candido,
C. Sym, C, Gosling, B. Keogh, A. Cleary

1988 Group 5
Teachers: Helen Clare, Sue Ferry

Top Row L-R: S. Crowe, I.Taylor, R. Colling, P.Lindsay,
R. Stewart, J. MacKenzie, C. Rabbitts
2" Row L-R: L. Watkinson, J, Cavanagh, M.Costello,
R. Gibson, T. Petith, A. Coleman,
B. Chlristie, C. McDowell
1" Row L-R: R. O’Grady, J. Harrison,
S. Haven, L. Christie, L. Philps, H. Tory, S. Paul

1989 Group 1
Teachers: Helen Clare, Amanda Galvin, Sharon Gay

Top Row L-R: N. Berton, J. Phillips, A. Catteau,
A, Allen, J. Fleetwood, A. Van Weeren, A, Coft
2" Row L-R: B. Cant, R. Heys, M. Barnes, K. Gray
1" Row L-R: T. Cronan, K. Maynard, . Ming Teo,
K. Sebbens, P. Hubbard, C. Baker

1989 Group 3

Teachers: Helen Clare, Amanda Galvin

Top Row L-R: .L. Baldwin, W. Tucker, D. Woods, I Rich,
L. Hunter, L. Roebuck, P. De Gail
3" Row L-R: E. Kenyon, M. Ferrati, 8. Multari,
N. Adlam, T. Bray
2" Row L-R: K. Gray, R. Garrod, J. Greco,
F. Simpson, S. Springall
1" Row L-R: T. Playfair, I. Keys, C. Burke, J. Ienco,
P, McNatty, J. Szewczyk




1989 Group 6

Teachers: Sue Ferry, Amanda Galvin

1990 Group 2

Teachers: Robyn Summerville, Amanda Galvin

Top Row L-R: S, Papandrea, T.Hand, J. Heywood,
N, Olerenshaw, K. Perry, M. Watkinson
2" Row L-R: M. Mirabelli , K. Young,
M. Abrahams, J. Marett, K. Morris
1" Row L-R: L. Olds, N. Aouad, L. Pross,
A. Patterson, T.Black, N. Saunders
Floor L-R: D. Nabb, A. Patterson

1989 Group 5

Teachers: Helen Clare, Robyn Summerville

Top Row L-R: . O’Meara, D. Camilleri,
A. Spencer, R. Caruso, B. Michael, T. Maas
2" Row L-R: 8. Kite, R, O'Grady,

M. Villalobos, R. McDowell, M. Cooper
1* Row L-R: A, Barkle, T. Brumby,

R. Richards, L. Cavanagh, B. Gaal, . Reed

1990 Group 1
Teachers: Helen Clare, Sue Ferry

Top Row L-R: S. Wellings, L. Dowsett,

D. Whittaker, B. Perham, R. Turner, K. Clarke
3" Row L-R: P. Mason, C. Welburn, M, Eiserthaver,
S, Birtwistle, N. Robinson
2™ Row L-R: C. Watkins, N. O'Ryan-Roeder,

B. Chapman, E. Read, L. Cronan, A, Browne
1" Row L-R: J. Peters, Aidan Hutton
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1990 Group 6
Teachers: Amanda Galvin, Wendy Thornton

Top Row L-R: C. Konkol, J. Heywood, K. Melhuish,
C. Cassat, R. Henderson, S. Shehadie
2" Row L-R: M. Abrahams, M. Mirabelli,
A. Schmidt, K. Young, I Marett
1" Row L-R: L, Cavanagh, K. Butchart, N. Saunders, R. Carter,
A, Patterson, A. Downey
Floor L-R: A. Patterson, L. Olds

1991 Group 3

Teachers: Suc Ferry, Amanda Geister

Top Row L-R: T, Crowe, L. Adams, N. Bradford, R. Tucker,
P. Fox, S. Ashdown
2" Row L-R: A. Amato, C. Van Beers, A. Fisher, A. Brumby,
E. Ienco, M. Black, M. Dedman
1* Row L-R: B. Caine, A. Burke, R. Johnson, D. Mitchell,
B. Caitlin, I, Price
Floor L-R: L. Bainton, P. Harrison

199¢ Group 4
Teachers: Amanda Galvin, Sue Ferry

Top Row L-R: Z. Fadeev, S. Rossi, S, Ludeke, D. Amoroso,
V. Broady
2" Row L-R: B. Pollett, T. Sainsbury, R. Finn, A .Harrison,
P. Gibbs, A. Lewis
1" Row L-R: K. Morris, M. Bruzzane, N, Cornwell, A. Lizzio,
S. Amato

Floor L-IR: A. Hall, J. Collett

1991 Group 1
Teachers: Amanda Galvin, Robyn Summerville

Top Row £-R: J. Precce, L. Walker,
G. Whyllie, D. Gaal, R. Abrahams,
M. Mecsscguer,
2" Row L-R: F. Nash, C. Spalding,
C. Van Beers, C. Hawthorn, H.Thomas,
S. Hodge, J. Edwards
1* Row L-R: S, Walker, E. Barnes, A, Browne, B. Page,
A, Walker, E. McKie
Floor L-R: B. Caine, T. Saunders




1992 Group 1
Teachers: Robyn Cliffe, Robyn Summerville, Amanda Geister

Top Row L-R: T. Durlacher, D. Charman, E. Higgs,
A. Raper, J. Earnshaw, B. Van Beers
2™ Row L-R: C. Langalaar, M. Haywood, A. Portlock,
S. Watkins, A. Southcombe
1" Row L-R: B, Ison, . Milstead, C. Candido, 8. Chiddy,
C. Jenatsch
Floor L-R: R. Sainsbury, K. Good

1992 Group 3

Teachers: Sue Ferry, Amanda Geister

Top Row L-R: J. Dean, M. Stanbrook, I. McCallum, M. Pratt,
A, Mackay, K. Bonner
2™ Row L-R: A, Stiles, S. Rogers Falk, R. Finlay, J.Cannons,
M. Calvi, B, Van Beers, D. Montgomery, C. Jobe
1" Row L-R: A. Buyers, D. Woolterton, $. Malcoln,
M. Dunlop, J. Gough, B. Perry
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1991 Group 5

Teachers: Helea Clare, Wendy Thoraton,
Amanda Geister

Top Row L-R: 8. Richardson, J. Preece, T. Crowe, G. Wyllie,
C. Ramsey, M. Messeguer
2" Row L-R: E. Crawford, R. Cordukes, E.lenco, P. Fox,
E. Johnson, L. Melhuish, S. Rigon
1" Row L-R: K. Paul, J. Schmidt, B. Keogh,
K. Eccles, X. Tang, L. Bainton
Floor L-R: M. Dedman, A. Fisher

1992 Group 2
Teachers: Helen Clare, Sue Ferry

Top Row L-R: E. Miller, K. Spratt, L. Gilbert,
S. Clouston, M. Minichini, M. Longrigg
2" Row L-R: D). Broadfoot, M. Stegic,

S. McGlinchey, J. Hayman, S. Riddle
1" Row L-R: A. Sebbens, J. Brown, J. Turner,
8. Gietz, 1. Yeo
Sitting L-R: C. Morton, K. Cavanagh
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1992 Group 4
Teachers: Wendy Thornton, Helen Clare

Top Row L-R: K. Nielsen, B. Webster, K. Beckett,
A. Wilkinson, R. Wallace, J. Hayman
2% Row L-R: R. Nutter, Q. Ware, E. Miller,
1. Baldwin, S. Riddle, A. Thomas, 8. Cormwell
1" Row L-R: E.Hawtrey, J. Gray, 8. Whyte, J. Bray,
J. Black, C. Morton

1992 Group 5
Teachers: Amanda Geister, Helen Clare

Top Row L-R: M. Ginn, J. Michael, J. Bramble, K. Burns,
E. Campbell
2" Row L-R: E. Lelliott, D. Wooltorten, B. Harrison,
A. McKee, M. Hayward, J. Curran, M. Stuckey
1" Row L-R: K. Good, B. Jones, A, Burrows, Z. Collett,
A. Stiles
Sitting L-R: S. Watkins, A. Southcombe

1993 Group 1
Teachers: Helen Clare, Sue Ferry, Carolyn Davis

Top Row L-R: A. Wyllie, S. Bruce, M. Stegic,
8. McGlinghey, D. Sizefand, K. Konkol
2" Row L-R: L. Aouad, J. Mangano, K. Beilken, D.Wright,
A. Doust, L. Broady, M.Honeyman, M. Patterson
1" Row L-R: L. Dimauro, E. Kay, S. Walker, T. Chaffer,
M. Poss, M. Eccles

1993 Group 2

Teachers: Amanda Geister, Robyn Summerville

Top Row L-R: W. Bennett, L. Walker, M. Howarth,
C. Hawthorn, R. Keamey, C. Matheson
2™ Row L-R: J. Hayward, J, Ritchie, J. McKenna, A. McNab,
C. Nabb, K. Trim, A. Barton
1" Row L-R: 1. Cicione, H. Tang, J. Davis, L. Smart,
L. Cronan, D. Halgren




1993 Group 4

Teachers: Helen Clare, Carolyn Davis,
Wendy Thornton

Top Row L-R: S, Ensor, P. Hayes, G. Pritchard,
B. O’Reilly, L. Gutherson, K. Konkol, N. Wellburn
2" Row L-R: A. Batten, D. Feltscheer, A. Doust,

A. Spencer, T Chaffer, L. McDowell
1" Row L-R: V. Allom, T. O"Neill, M. Dunlop,
M. Eccles, A. Whyte, M. Taken, C. Wood

1994 Group 1

Teachers: Robyn Summerville, Amanda Geister

Top Row L-R: C. Grady, M. Brooker, J. Boland, C. Pendleton,
D. Richardson, K. Wallace, J. Poss
2" Row L-R: S. Demaro, S. Stewart, K. Brooker, J. Reid,
A. Anicic, B. Main,
1" Row L-R: G, Easten, B. Mockridge, J. Berger, M, Milsted,
5. Hirtes, A. Bundock

1993 Group 3

Teachers: Amanda Geister, Sue Ferry

Top Row L-R: C. Hawthorn, J. Black, K. Ludeke, N. Olds,
J. Butchart, J. Spalding
2" Row L-R: G. Mirabelli, A. Barton, J. Davis,
E. Cassidy, V. Cassidy, C. Byme, C. Pettet,
W. Bennett, D. Haigren
1" Row L-R: J. Cicione, H. Tang, M. Fox, J. James, B. Olds,
M. Markovina, B. Hooley, I Ritchie

1993 Group 5
Teachers: Amanda Geister, Robyn Summerville

Top Row L-R: M. Olsson, B. Mclntyre, T. Lyons, B. Ware,
M. Robinson, C. Pettet
2" Row L-R: G. Stockbridge, B. Gibby, N. Olds, N. Finauer,
A, Carter, H. Black
1* Row L-R: A. Drummett, J. Davis, B. Olds, M. Fox,
R. Nicholas, M. Paul, S. Waters
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1994 Group 2

Teachers: Helen Clare, Sue Ferry

Top Row L-R: J. Hegarty, T. Christensen, K. Humphreys,
I. Durlacher, A. Gray
2™ Row L-R: S.Golding, C. Dewell, L. Burke, D. Tevlan,
J. Ritche, J. Reeves
1" Row L-R: P. Frishknzcht, S. Groves, T. Caine, E. Johnston,
S. Wooltorton, A, Dwyer

1994 Group §

Teachers: Helen Clare, Michelle Perry,
Amanda Geister, Robyn Summerville

Top Row L-R: M. Feltscheer, A. Smith, P. Johnson,
R, Catteaun, E. Hyde, J. Davis, H. Moss, T. Gietz
2" Row L-R: G. Easton, P, Ginn, R. Caruse, 8. Springall,
N. Dousset, F. Harrison, A. Jones
1" Row L-R: B, Mockridge, P. O’Reilly, C. Grady,
T. Eisenhouver, J. Chiddy, S. Aouad

1995 Group 1

Teachers: Sue Ferry, Felicity Barclay

1995 Group 2

Teachers: Amanda Geister




Teachers:

Teachers:

1995 Group 4

Amanda Geister

1995 Group 6

Felicity Barclay, Amanda Geister

1995 Group 3

Teachers: Sue Ferry, Felicity Barclay

1995 Group 5

Teachers: Liz Whittaker, Carolyn Davis
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1995 Group 8

Teachers: Liz Whittaker, Amanda Geister

1995 Group 10

Teachers: Amanda Geister

1995 Group 7

Teachers: Sue Ferry, Carolyn Davis

1995 Group 9

Teachers: Sue Ferry, Felicity Barclay
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1996 Possum Monday-Tuesday

Teachers: Jenny Condon, Robyn Summerville

Top Row L-R: L. Eisenhower, S. Gray, B. Swavley,
N. Cavanagh, K. Deolan, C. Parker
2" Row L-R: A. Young, A.Easton, S. Gardner,
G, Evans
1" Row L-R: P. Greco, M. Wright, J. Hicks,
P. Cavanagh

1996 Wombat Monday-Tuesday
Teachers: Carolyn Davis, Julia Hargrave

Top Row L-R: M. Scamarcia, M., Barton, K, Dowds, J. Eathet,
N. Pokler, P. Nelson
2" Row L-R: T.Donlan, O, Dousset, M. Burgs, M. Trim,
C. Harrison, A. Milton, S. Melhuish
1" Row L-R: T. Punyer, L. Nicholas, JI. Ritchie, L. Clark,
M. Walker, J. Punyer, M. Ryan

1996 Possum Wednesday- Friday
Teachers: Jenny Condon, Libby Ciok, Sue Ferry

Top Row L-R: R, Hamey, E. Pitcher, M. De Gail, C. Corkalo,
K. Bennett
2™ Row L-R: N. Davies, M. Martinuzzo, C, O°Reilly,
R. McAlister, I. Portlock, R. Dcembre
1" Row L-R: K. Anicic, D. Greco, J. Finch, N. Tamsic,
B. Holdsworth, B. Barnshaw, M. Frishknect, D. Chiddy

1996 Wombat Wednesday - Friday

Teachers: Liz Whittaker, Libby Ciok, Felicity Barclay

Top Row L-R: E. Bester, B. Johnston, B. Heffernan,
L. Humphrey, C. Reeves
2" Row L-R: J. O°Reilly, L. Buller, L. Halgren,
B. Mailey, A. Cangelosi, R. Van Weeren
1" Row L-R: E. Black, A. Caruso, A. Bainton,
N. Boland, L. Caine, E. Groves, C. Page
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1997 Wombat Monday - Tuesday

Teachers: Julia Hargrave, Carolyn Davis

Top Row L-R: A. Ware, B. Hayward, J. Sizeland,
A, Wilkinsos, A. Daly
2" Row L-R: D. Mclntyre, M. Salmon, M. Wright,
S. Brishy, I. Richter, E. Tredinnick
1" Row L-R: J. Macri, S. Dewell, J. Leykam, J. Mangano,
N. McClure, K. Harrison

1997 Possum Wednesday- Friday
Teachers: Liz Whittaker, Libby Ciok, Felicity Barclay

Top Row L-R: D. Chiddy, [. Blanshard,
N. Richardson, O. Dousset, L. Donabauer, E. Casey
2™ Row L-R: N, Tomsic, J. Rogers-Falk, N. Davies, K. Clark,
N. Stanbrook, A. Seller, J. Hicks
1** Row L-R: B. Dimento, A, Nettheim,
M. Martinuzzo, M. De Gail, M. White, M. Ryan

1998 Wombats Monday - Tuesday
Teachers: Julia Hargrave, Libby Ciok, Carolyn Davis

Top Row L-R: A, Gray, M. Connell, J. Menzies, N. Irving,
B. Duckling
2" Row L-R: J. Behagg, T.Kelly, N, Dodson, E. Critile,
S. Cuno, O.Bundock
1¥ Row L-R: 1. Hanley, M. Caruso, J, Redmond, M, Nichoils,
J. Trim, C. McGregor, L. Arena

1998 Possums Wednesday - Friday

Teachers: Kate Hannon, Lisa Charman

Top Row L-R: C. Watson, L. Duffy, K. Eliis, N. Bouner,
A, Ware, D. Pendleton
2" Row L-R: M. Marinic, S. Dewell, B. Thomas, B. Scheffers,
G. Woolley, D. Reeves
1" Row L-R: J. White, O. Edwards, C. Nelson, Z, Dibben,
C. Smith, E.Bettiol, S. Brooks, H. Pitt




Teachers: Carolyn Davis, Libby Ciok, Julia Hargrave

Top Row L-R: C. Rubinstein, E. Jeffcoat, I. Parker, N. Mitlon,
E. Wyllie, C. Dwyer
2™ Row L-R: O, Papalia, M. Dodson, A. Corkalo, K. Stewart,
D. Field-Akred, K, Panozzo, A. Griffin
1" Row L-R: L. Luu, T. Perks, R. Booker, A. Finch,
N. Tongue, I, Femia, D. Hadzipasic

1999 Possums Wednesday — Friday

Teachers: Janet David, Kate Hannon, Libby Ciok

Top Row L-R: M, Johanson, M, Crenin, T. Kelly, B. Thomas,
E. Bettiol
3" Row L-R: §. Kennewell, A, McGuire, N. Oldfield, R. Seller,
M. Nicholls, L. Papworth
2" Row L-R: L. Cummings, C. Richardson, J. Russell-Jones,
S, Donlan, T. Hawke, T. Bebbington, M. Reid
1" Row L-R: H. Buller, L. Hicks

1999 Wombats Monday - Tuesday
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2000 Wombats Monday - Tuesday

Teachers: Carolyn Davis, Julia Hargrave

2000 Wambats Wednesday - Friday

Teachers: Tina Heffernan, Shelley Heiser,
Kathryn Anderson

Top Row L-R: T, Brooks, L. Wills, J. Parker,
D. White
3" Row L-R: O, Papalia, T. Kerr, T. Perks, J. Arena,
J. Cramer, M. Cumnoe, A. Donabauer
2" Row L-R: A. Bettiol, R. Wood
1¥ Row L-R: D. Field Akred, R. Macri,
K. Kellerman, L. Blanshard, G. Miller, G. Nolan

2000 Possums Monday - Tuesday

Teachers: Amanda Geister, Liz Whittaker

2000 Possums Wednesday - Friday
Teachers: Janct David, Janet Tonkin

Top Row L-R: T. Van Der Zwaag, D. Hadzipasic,

I Martinuzzo, D. Tesoriero, A, Marinovic, A. Griffin, J. Femia
2" Row L-R: L. Hicks, R. Weatherley, D. Pokler, 8. Millner,
T. Keitle, G. Scheffers, C. Gracie
1¥ Row L-R: I. Caterina, M. Spadina, E. Walshe, C. Illingworth




2002 Wombats Monday - Tuesday
Teachers: Gina Shaw, Nancy Lane, Julia Hargrave

Top Row L-R: T, Garland, J. Brilman, H. Dumesich,
T. Whittard, Z. Adney, G. O’Brien
2" Row L-R: 1. Blagg, G. Devancy, J. Harrison,
H. Page, H. Jago, S. Jago
1" Row L-R: L. Taylor, L. Brown, D. Ritcher,
R. Fitzgerald, Z. Anderiesen, M., Jeffcoat, J. Boyd
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2001 Possums Wednesday - Friday

Teachers: Janet David, Kate Hannon

2002 Possums Wednesday to Friday

Teachers: Lisa McLean, B. Petersen, I David

Top Row L-R: B. Barber, I Killworth, S. Papworth,

N. Meischke, H. Van Weeren, S. Catlin, J, Matthew, M, Mete
2™ Row L-R: J. Bourcier, E. Hadzipasic, P. Bainton, T. Arena,
H, Blanshard, D. Rashleigh,

1* Row L-R: R. Cramer, B. Allison, J. Gates,

E. Larsen, S. Moore
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2003 Wombats Monday - Tuesday
Teachers: Nancy Lane, Julia Hargrave, Gina Shaw

Top Row L-R: T. Jones, E. Geister, 8. Dunwortz,
A. Van Breagel, Z. Taylor, G. Mastrionni, K. Castle
2™ Row L-R: 1, Wearing, R. Metcalfe, O. Ritchie, J. Barrett,
D. Wong, S. Quilter
1" Row L-R: D. Greenberg, I. Donkers, M. Lawson,
Z. Beavan, J. O’Brien

2003 Wombats ‘Wednesday - Friday

Teachers: Jenny Jones, Kathryn Shaw, Gina Shaw

Top Row L-R: L Gainsford, I. Brown, Ed. Fry, M. Hasler,
A. Gill, T. Whittard, E. Trevena, L. Brown
2" Row L-R: T. Garland, Y. Hayward, J. Rohrer,
B. Donlan, L. Taylor
1" Row L-R: J. Blagg, L. Curran, D. Buller,
0. Hughes, N. Logan, T, Hewins-Hillman, M. Rutley

2003 Possums Monday - Tuesday

Teachers: Amanda Geister, Michelle O'Toole,
Liz Whittaker

Top Row L-R: N. Salmon McGuiness, M. Prinei,
R. Inplis, G. Jacobs, I. Layton, A. Patterson, I. Scott
2" Row L-R: M. Barlow, J. Prior, S. Woollett,
M. Keirle, C. Steyne, K. Van Der Zwaag
1" Row L-R: M. Booker, G. Bennet, N. Bennet,
E. Copping, C. Duffy, R. Jormanainen

2003 Possums Wednesday - Friday
Teachers: Janet David, Lisa McLean, Sarah Richfietd

Top Row L-R: 1. Schultz, 5. Moore, H. Jago,
E. Baker, C. Mete, Z. Anderiesen, C. Beesley,
Z. Adney
2" Row L-R: D, Rashleigh, K. Hall, S. Jago,
B. McGuire, C. Anderson, L. Fox
1" Row L-R: T. Harvey, C. Tesoriero, 8. lllingworth,
8. Wyllic, Z. Burnett, H, Page




2004 Possums Monday - Tuesday
Teachers: Amanda Geister, Michelle O’Toole, Liz Whittaker
Top Row L-R: C. Zeng, S.Edgley, H. Trevena, S. Woollett, E. Milton, T. Hatch, H. Loosmore

2" Row L-R: K, Allison, Y. Jeung, D. Parker, C. Brown, D. Logan, L, Maynes-Leslie, 8. Milton
1" Row L-R: C.Pan, K. Brouggy, E. Taylor, E. Ting, L. Glover, E. Thomas

2004 Wombats Monday - Tuesday

Teachers: Nancy Lane, Cecilia Jago, Julia Hargrave

Top Row L-R: W. Skirka, M. Argent, . Wright, T. Bowyer, W. Jeffcoat, N. Bowyer, S. Adams
2" Row L-R: J. Maruca, L. Frith, G. Johnston, A.Devancy, F. Warner, A. Hardarker
1" Row L-R: E. Saurine, L. Beavan, L. Woedcock, J. McMichael, K. Bird, T. Reid
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2004 Possums Wednesday - Friday
Teachers: Janet David, Julia Hargrave, Kim Millard
- Top Row L-R: B. Killworth, C. Duffy, I. Micic, S. Quilter, E. Copping, K. Castle, C. Thomson

2" Row L-R: 8. Inglis, R. Gao, H. Mills, 8, Cramer, C.’Brien, M. Lawson
1% Row L-R: T. Papalia, J. Beard, M. Page, 1. Gardner, T. Anderiesen, K. Van Der Zwaag

2004 Wombats Wednesday - Friday

Teachers: Ginz Shaw, Jenny Jones, Jan Mills

Top Row L-R: R. Newarlk, T. Weiner, M. Braloe, J. Layten, T. Jones, E. Richardson

2" Row [-R: M. Dimauro, J. O’Brien, J. Donkers, D. Garland, L. Gilchrist, B. Patterson,
1" Row L-R: L. Donlan, O. Saunders, M. Ruttley, L. Ford, M. Booker, A. Williams
Absent: J. Barrett, A. Loader



Wine and Cheese night

09" November 2004

It all started as a small yearbook for the kindergarten, and
through research turned into a celebration of 50 years in
existence.

A night that will be remembered by all whom attended.
For those who caught up with someone, they hadn’t been in
touch with for a while, or simply to have a look at the
building and kindergarten as it is in 2004.

There was a lot of laughing as many things were
remembered. The partition separating the Wombats and
Possums was put in during the 1973 renovations. Arthur
Luker, the builder, saw it and said it wouldn’t last five
minutes. Milton Lidgard smiling as he recalled those very
words. He thought he should give Arthur a call and let him
know it still stands.

John Smith
couldn’t
believe  how
quiet it was in
the hall. He
remembers
well, the hall
had no ceiling
and how it did
echo.

John Smith, Milton Lidgard

The lockers are the original lockers. Helen Clare told of
how a parent repainted them all. Although she was not sure
if this was still the colour they were repainted, Helen did
say they were originally varnished and the parent did such a
good job to remove the varnish first.

Judith Murphy who was Secretary of the Collaroy
Plateau Progress Association from 1946 to 1965, her
children attended the Kindergarten, Topsy Harris would
pick them up each morning. Now her grandchildren are
attending the Kindergarten and the family just happens lo
be the cleaners of the kindergarten.

There was Betty Kopetko. Long
time friend of Topsy Harris, her
children attended the kindy in the
late 1950s, and Topsy, would pick
her children up from Avalon, where
they both resided and bring them to

and from Kindergarten.

Betty Kopetko

Everyone seems to remember those outside toilets. Not
always fond memories of course, but they do seem to be the
first thing remembered.

A small contingent of 2004 parents attended to hear the
stories of the past and to catch up with one another minus
their children.

L-R: Catherine Jones, Nancy Lne, Julia Hargrave

And then there were the teachers. It seemed to be very
loud every now and then, as many of them caught up on
each other’s lives.

The hall was originally built by a group of keen and
eager men within the local community, whose payment for
their labour was a keg and a barbie when the job was
complete.  Every brick was placed in position with
determination, hard work, sweat, love and a great vision for
the future. You can still see and feel this today within the
walls of CPCK through its people that pass through its

doors.

However, John Smith and Milton Lidgard have the final
word on this evening. The hall was built for the purpose of
the community, and all the Progress Association ever

wanted, was for it to be put to good use. There is no better
use for the hall than our COMMUNITY Kindergarten.

o * i - 1
Rosina Cliffe, Helen Griffin (Barnes), Sue Ferry,
Audrey Truscott, Dorothy Hill (Ball), Helen Clare
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Hele

licity Barclay, Liz .Whittakell, Julia Hargrave

n Clare and Helen Griffin (Barnes)

aJago

Back L-R:

Janet David, Sue Ferry, Amanda Geister, Yen Yeo
Front L-R:

Julia Hargrave, Liz Whittaker, Felicity Barclay



Memories

Topsy Harris

Collaroy Plateau Playcentre
1954-1971

Topsy recalls the hall hadn’t long been finished when the
kindergarten moved in, end the playground area was very
uneven, but they worked on the yard and established play
equipment. The hall was also hired out to other groups, and
the staff would be required to pack away equipment for it to
be used.

Topsy recalls having Mrs. Olive Smith working for her,
and *how lucky she was, to have a teacher living nearby and
Olive was excellent with children and bookworls’

The Christmas concerts were wonderful the Hall always
packed. The children entertained in fancy dress and sang
with their own percussion band. Santa Claus would always
arrive and in the early years,
Mr Alan Rainbow, from the
staff of the Bank of NSW now
Westpac would be dressed as
Sania, Mr Rainbow would
take time off work to play
the
costume and bought the beard,

Santa, Topsy made
and Santa’s gumboots were a
pair of Mr Harris’, In the
years before Topsy sold the
kindy, John Smith would play
Santa.

belween a shy girl and Santa
Circa 19508

Betty Kopetko

The Plateau Playcentre Parent 1950°s

Thank you for the invitation to your 30 Birthday Party,
which was an excellent community gathering
Wasn't like this in the 50°s !

Milton Lidgard

Collaroy Plateau Progress Association
Plateau News
Collaroy Plateau Community Kindergarten Parent

Joy and Milton legard or; their block

Milton and Joy Lidgard have been residents of the
Plateau for fifty years. Milton worked at Warringah Shire
Council and was a trustee on the Collaroy Plateau Progress
Association. He was also an
active member in the Cricket
Club and editor of the
Plateau News for many
years. Joy and Milton’s two.
song attended
Collaroy Plaleau

Community Kindergarien,

Recalling early days of
the Progress Association,
Milton the
Saturday night dances held

remembers

Matthew & Gavin
Lidgard

in the hall to raise funds.

I remember a band

led by a musician named Fred
Rearden.  Fred played soxophone and clarinet, John
Upham played piano and John Reardon played drums.
Fred and John were prominent musicians in Brishane at the

time. The admission charge was two shillings with a raffle

Jfor a box of chocolates. Supper was provided.

The floor made a wonderful dancing floor.
kerosene and sawdust. The first dance yYou would slip a lof,
but after that it was wonderful.

Monthly meetings of the Progress Association were
usually guiet affairs, dealing with regulor matters and

A bit of
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routine reports on the kindergarten operation until local
government elections became due. The visiting candidates
and helpers would out number the meeting members 2-1.
They were heavd in genteel silence and then left us to
wonderful quietness. A feature was one elderly member
who attended every meeting, but was asleep after ten

minutes and awoke fo enjoy supper.

Milton was editor for the Plateau News for over ten
years., The late Frank Rosnell operated Prestige Press and
printed the Plateau News during the years of the News
Committee. He was brilliant. He made sense out of badly
written copy, and always produced a great paper that
amazed the editorial staff.

Margaret Christensen

Collaroy Plateau Community Kindergarten Parent
Member of the Mothers Club

Margaret has lived on the Plateau since 1964 and recalls
there was no Wheeler Heights. There was one house on the
corner of Willandra and Little Willandra Road where the
big round about is. It was all surrounded by bushland.

Margaret had friends in Frenchs Forest and her mother
instructed her to never come home down Willandra Road,
as there was no public phones about for emergencies.
Margaret loved driving the winding road home. They’ve
straightened it up & lot.

Margaret remembers before the sewer was connected,
coming home up Mactier Street, having handkerchiefs
soaked in perfume for the children. The smell of the run off
from septic tanks on the Plateat was horrible.

Collaroy Plateau was made up of lot of paddocks in
Margaret’s early days on the Plateau. Her friends had two
horses in a paddock in Acacia Street. When her mother
purchased their house she paid the sum of 9,300 pounds.

Margaret was one of the founding members of the
Collaroy Platean Communily Kindergarten’s Mother’s Club
now known as the Management Commitlee. They would
hold a big fete yearly and she remembers well, the first big
fete, they asked Olive Smith to pul a list together of
everything she wanted to purchase for the kindy. At their
next meeting, they told Mrs. Smith from her list she could
purchase everything, because they had raised so much
money and Mrs. Smith burst into tears, because no one had
ever bought anything for the kindy before.

Eric Christensen built the first sandpit at the kindergarten
and a cement figure 8 down the bottom of the yard, now
long gone, Margaret and Eric have had four children attend
the kindergarten in 1972/73, 1974/75, 1977, and 1983,

Xiang Tang
Collaroy Plateau Community Kindergarten

I remember rolling down a hill in those plastic barrels,
uncovering large areas of the sandpit, chasing around the
wooden car, and trying to nap. I would look through other
books during story time.

Hui Tang

Collaroy Plateau Community Kindergarten

1 remember a lot of happy children. We all sung together

‘Baa baa black sheep’ and ‘Twinkle twinkle little star’.
One of my favourite activities was the clap stick when we
would walk in a circle and clap them to the “Wizard of Oz’
music.
I loved lunch, because we used to see what AMAZING
THINGS we could do. I ate a whole banana skin. The
teachers were very nice. 1 always thought they were
separate parents or something, because they really cared for
me and everyone.

Audrey Truscott

Collaroy Plateau Community Kindergarten
1961 - 1977

I started at the Kinder in 1961, Mrs. Smith and Mis.
Harris wanled someone to prepare the Hall for the days
proceeding such as sweeping the floor, packing equipment
and toys etc, and I accepted. | was gradually promoted to
become a helper, which I enjoyed very much.

In those days the toilets were down the back behind the
building. Two (pans) for girls and two for boys.
‘Washroom in the room down the pack and on rainy days
was rather horrific, on some days, but we were always on
fop ofit ,......

The dolls corner was always a hit with a lot of the boys.
Not all the chi_ldren liked the stretchers; they had their rest



on. One boy used to say he didn’t like the ‘Scratchies’, it
took a time to work that out.

We bad four special needs children. They were a real
delight to have around, One boy would bring me in an egg
sandwich every now and then.

The children loved making presents on special days and
at Christmas time, that was a real buzz.

Having lunch one day, we were discussing the toys
children bought in. I mentioned a monkey puppet this boy
bought in and said what a ‘scungy looking thing it was’,
and Helen spoke up and said ‘that was my Peter.’

From what I can remember, we all (the staff) got on well.
After sixteen happy years, I left and joined my husband in
Broken Hill.

Fui Tang

81

Collaroy Plateau Community Kindergarten Parent

I’s my utmost pleasure to meel up with the wonderful
dedicated staff of CPCK who made my three children
Xiang, Hui and Chuen’s lives memorable.

Thank you to Helen Clare, Sue Ferry, Robyn
Summerville, Amanda Geister and Rosina Cliffe (who
turned Xiang’s life around) for their passion to care and
nurture the children. God bless them for their loving hearts.

Rosina Cliffe

CPCK - Early Intervention Teacher

It has been lovely to attend this trip down memory lane.
The six years I worked here as Early Intervention Teacher
were the happiest of my employment history.

Collaroy Platean Community Kindergarten has seen many thousands of people step through its doors.
The building has been built, altered and altered once more.
The playground is always an adventure no matter what the change,

Early Childhood Education has changed in many ways, but the artwork is as precious as always.

Even the fashions have changed and occasionally returned.

However, whal have remained are the smiles, not always big, but mostly,
The langhter is just as cute
And the love, the teachers have to share with the children is just beautiful.

It has been a tough journey at times for the kindy,
Bul to keep it on the right track takes a lot of hard work,
A lot more smiles and much of that love that can be seen day after day,

Wishing Collaroy Plateau Cormmunity Kindergarien many more happy years to come
And many more smiling Possums and Wombals walking through its doors.
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First Name

Topsy
Olive
Carolyn
Helen
Felicity
Kathryn
Jan
Catherine

First Name

Hilda
Meg
Audrey
Elaine
Bev
Betty
Helen
Eunice
Dot

- Shirley

Faye
Gwen
Sue
Helen
Flaine
Val
Robyn
Carolyn
Amanda
Rosima
Fiona
Liz
Julia
Fran
Janet
Lisa
Kate
Kate
Jenny
Michelle
Wendy
Wendy
Janet
Janet
Bente
Sarah
Kate
Tina
Megan

Surname

Harris
Smith
Davis
Clare
Barclay
Shaw
Mills
Jones

Surname

Andrews
Austin
Truscott
Budden
MecAlister
Woods
Clare
MacMahon
Ball
Furnell
McColl
Perry
Ferry
Barnes
Reid
Nihill
Summerville
Davies
Geister
Cliff
Harris
Whittaker
Hargrave
Fisher
David
Charman
Hannon
Hannon
Condon
Heiser
Thornton
Hughes
Tonkin
Tonkin
Peterson
Richfield
Brown
Heffernan
Kitchen

Directors

Date started

1954

1954

01 February 1983
1969

January 1995
January 1999
January 2004
October 2004

Staff

Date started

1961

1969

02 February 1971
15 February 1971
February 1972
February 1972
April 1975

25 October 1976
1983

June 1985
1988

1994

1995

January 1996
July 1998
July 1999
January 2000

17 October 2001
January 2001

17 October 2001
Janmumary 2000
February 2600
June 2000

Date Finished

25 QOctober

Qctober
December
15 October

1964
1982
1985
1994
1998
2003
2004

Date Finished

December

May

09 December

December

June

December

December
December

December
December
December
December

May
December

1976

1977

1994

1971
1999
1981

1974 /1975
1999
2001

1994

1999
2001

1994
2002
2000
2002
2002

2000
2000



Nancy
Lisa
Jenny
Gina
Michelle
Cecilia
Kim
Sarah

Yvonne
Yen
Cecilia
Jane

Lane
McLean
Jones
Shaw
O’Toole
Jago
Millard
Herbert

Amato
Yeo
Jago
Sym

January
January
January
March

January
January
January
October

January
July

2002
2002
2003
2003
2003
2004
2004
2004

Office

1994
2004
2004

18 June

2004
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9982 6167

Monday to Friday 9am to 3pm

Email: cpck@bigpond.net.au






